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What's new from METHUEN 





Donald Hall Eagle Argent: an Italian Journey 


Donald Hall made a journey of personal discovery in the ancient provinces of 
the Abruzzi, Molise and Marché. His book is an entrancing introduction to 
this little known region. Illustrated 18s 


Clive Sansom The Witnesses and other Poems 


The Festival of Britain Prize Poem already well-known as a work for verse 
speaking, together with a selection of Clive Sansom’s recent poetry. 7s 6d 


Pierre Gascar Beasts and Men 


Jean Stewart’s translation of these controversial stories, winner of the 1954 Prix 
Goncourt. * Extremely impressive . . .a work of major importance ’ (Manchester 


Guardian) 12s 6d 
George Gissing The Town Traveller 
A welcome reissue of the famous humorous novel of London in the nineties. 

7s 6d 
Elizabeth Puritz The Teaching of Elisabeth Schumann 


Elisabeth Schumann’s pupil and daughter-in-law details the startling ease of 
correct singing as taught and practised by this great artist. J/lustrated 12s 6d 


J. W. Lever The Elizabethan Love Sonnet 


The first full-length critical study of the Elizabethan sonnet for fifty years, 
covering the period from Wyatt and Surrey to Shakespeare 25s 


Raffaelle Pettazzoni The All-Knowing God 


Researches into Early Religion and Culture. The authorized translation by 
Professor H. J. Rose of a famous work on comparative religion. J/lustrated 60s 


Ready on the 29th March : 


A Dictionary of Modern Painting 


Edited by Carlton Lake and Robert Maillard, this comprehensive 
review of painting from the time of the Impressionists to our own 
day is, we think, unique. In addition to two hundred and forty 
authoritative articles on artists and movements, there are 359 
illustrations, 265 of which are in full colour. 30s 





Methuen & Co., Ltd., 36 Essex Street, London, W.C.2 
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ADAM & CHARLES BLACK 
April — May 


THE STRUCTURE OF WOOD 
F. W. Jang, D.Sc. 
An exhaustive study indis- 
pensable to students of 
botany and forestry, and to 
all technical students and 
users of timber. Profusely 
illustrated, with photographs 

and line drawings. 
60s. net 


AMERICA & THE BRITISH 
LEFT: From Bright to Bevan 

HENRY M. PELLING 

A work of particular interest 

and significance in its hand- 

ling of a virtually untouched 

field of American history— 

the influence of the United 

States abroad and the re- 

actions thereto. 
18s. net 


THE LIBERAL TRADITION: 
From Fox to Keynes 


ALAN BULLOCK AND 
MAuRICE SHOCK 
The eighth volume in the 
British Political Tradition 
series, illustrating the 
developments of British 
liberal thought, in the 
general rather than in the 
narrow political sense. 
25s. net 


Important New Editions 
CAMP SIX 
FRANK S. SMYTHE 


With 8 plates from the 
author’s photographs. 
15s. net 


MORE FROM THE PRIMEVAL 
FOREST 

ALBERT SCHWEITZER 

First cheap edition, 6s.6d. net 


WHO’S WHO 1956 


Buckram, 110s. net 
Leather, 125s. net 


A. & C. BLACK LTD. 
4, SOHO SQ., LONDON, W.1. 
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Beloved Lady 
Barbara fefferis 


at once romantic and istic, with a diversity 
of living human characters in whom we recog- 
nise, divided from us they are by five 
centuries of time, men women like our- 
selves.” —GERALD BULLETT (The enema 
Ss. 


BOOK SOCIETY RECOMMEND 
* 
Publication March 8 


London for Everyman 


JF. Freeman & William Kent 

Completely new Edition. The cheapest high- 
standard guide to London’s history, literary 
associations, and artistic and other treasures, 
with practical information on hotels, restaur- 
ants, travel, entertainments, etc. 300 pages, 
with 48 coloured street maps and plans, and 
full indexes. 8s.. 6d. 


Everyman’s English 
Dictionary 
D. C. Browning, M.A., B.LITT. 
New, up-to-date Edition in Everyman’s 
Reference Library. With 1,000 new words 


and usages. Over 50,000 references, and 
many special features. 736 pages. 10s. 6d. 


© 


Among the new volumes in 
this Golden Jubilee Year 


EVERYMAN’S LIBRARY 


The Survey of London 
Fohn Stow 


i Page — detailed pious, of a 

ndon, re-equi wi topograp! 

index, enlarged bibboeraphy, and a Me 4 
0. s. 


Aeschylus : Plays 


Translated by G. M. Cookson. Introduction by 
John Warrington with notes on each play. The 


* impressive rendering in this new a 


edition includes all the extant works. No. 6 ‘s. 


Euripides : Plays 
Translated by A. S. Way, D.Litt. Introduction 
by John Warrington. New Everyman edition of 
this celebrated translation, containing all 
extant plays in 2 vols. Nos. 63 & 271. 7s. each 
* Full list of Everyman’s Libr. (500 authors) 

from Dent’s, Bedford Sues, Lowden, W.C.2. 
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ABELLA 
Man in the Beginning 


W. H. HOWELLS 
Professor of Anthropology, University of Wisconsin 
This is a biography of the human race from its beginning up to the time 
of the Greek and Roman civilisations; it is written both readably and 
with scholarship. 
Illustrated with line drawings and maps. 18s. 6d. net (Feb 14th) 


John Philipot’s Roll 


of the Constables of Dover Castle and 
Lord Wardens of the Cinque Ports, 1627 
Foreword by Sir WINSTON CHURCHILL, K.G., O.M. 
Edited by F. W. Steer, F.S.A. 
A transcription of this historic manuscript, together with brief biographical 
details of the 75 persons in the list and 8 pages of colour line blocks of 
their coats of arms. Unusual and beautiful. 21s. net (MARCH) 


Soldier’s Glory 


GENERAL SIR GEORGE BELL 
Foreword by Sin ARTHUR BRYANT 
Edited by BRIAN STUART 

A lively and well-written account of service in the Peninsular War, the 
Crimea, Canada and the U.S.A. during the last century. Says Sir Arthur 
Bryant: ‘ Soldier’s Glory’ is a story of courage. In all our military 
annals I know of none more moving.” 
Maps. About 21s. net (MARCH) 


A Short Way to Better English 


RAYMOND CHAPMAN 
Lecturer in English at the London School of Economics 
The purpose of this book is to help the ordinary reader acquire sufficient 
skill to write accurately and gracefully on any subject. Its essential 
qualities are brevity and directness. About 6s. net (MARCH) 


My Best Games of Chess 1931-54 


S. G. TARTAKOWER 
Edited and translated by H. GOLOMBEK 


* The Doctor is the supreme “ card ” of chess, original and impudent in 
play and wit.’ (The Observer). This volume completes the set of his 
* Best Games.’ About 21s. net (APRIL) 


Roman Spain 


F. J. WISEMAN, M.A. 
F, J. Wiseman does for Spain in this book what Olwen Brogan did for 
Gaul in ‘Roman Gaul.’ He gives a fascinating account of the Roman 
remains still to be seen in the Peninsula, in a manner which will appeal 
to many who are not archaeologists. 
Fully illustrated. About 16s. net (MAY) 


G. BELL & SONS, LTD., 
York House, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2. 











HARRAP March BOOKS 
Bright Tapestry 


The Story of England’s Stately Homes 
MARGARET M. PEARSON 
This intriguing book gives history 
from a new angle by revealing 
unexpected links between the great 
houses of England and personalities 
and events down the centuries. Much 
up-to-date information is also given on 

houses now open to the public. 
Illustrated and with maps. 18s. 


The Child 


Wants a Home 


ISOBEL MORDY 
Foreword by Sir Bast HENRIQUES 
How best to care for homeless children 
is the subject of this extremely helpful 
book. The author, who has had wide 
practical experience, gives special atten- 
tion to the relative merits of the 
Children’s Home and the foster-home. 

8s.6d. 


Sorcerers’ Village 


HASSOLDT DAVIS 
Author of *‘ The Jungle and the 
Damned” 
The author relates the incredible 
experiences he and his wife had 
while journeying into the jungle of the 
Ivory Coast. They eventually came to 
a secret school of magicians and 
sorcerers. With many photographs by 
Ruth and Hassoldt Davis. 16s.6d. 


A NEW NOVEL 


They Fell 
from God’s Hand 


HANS WERNER RICHTER 
In this moving and terrible story of the 
plight of displaced persons in Europe, 
the author shows great understanding 
of the sufferings and frailties of 
mankind. 15s. 
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CAMBRIDGE 
BOOKS 


Caesar as 
Man of Letters 


F. E. ADCOCK 


This study emphasizes the literary 
character of Caesar’s writings. 
The Commentaries, the interpre- 
tation of generalship, other works 
linked to Caesar’s, are among the 
topics discussed. 10s. 6d. net 


Anglo-Saxon 
England 


P. HUNTER BLAIR 


An introduction to Anglo-Saxon 
England between the end of the 
Roman occupation and the Nor- 
man conquest. 30s. net 


New Readings in 
Shakespeare 


C. J. SISSON 


A play by play discussion of 
recent suggestions for clarifying 
difficult passages in the text. An 
addition to the Shakespeare 
Problems Series. 

Two Volumes, 45s. net the set 


Old Priest & 
New Presbyter 


NORMAN SYKES 


The Anglican attitude towards 
episcopacy, presbytarianism and 
papacy since the Reformation 
with special reference to the 
Churches of England and Scot- 
land. 27s.6d. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 














Coming soon from Newnes: Spring 1956- 


GEOFFREY KEYES vc. 


by 
The Hon. Elizabeth Keyes 


his is the story, told by his sister, of Lt.- 
Col. Geoffrey Keyes, who lost his life in 

the attempt to capture General Rommel in 
the North African campaign. The book will 
assuredly rank among the great War Books. 
The scope and daring of the conception—to 
be landed by submarine behind the German 
lines and endeavour to capture or kill General 
Rommel—the heroism of Colonel Keyes, the 
leader, and his band of comrades, the intensity 
of the preparations and the drama of the 
raid, all these create a story to rank with 
anything yet written of those years of conflict. 


18s. net 


If you would like a copy on publication 
write now to: 


Book Department 
GEORGE NEWNES LIMITED 
Tower House, 
Southampton Street, 
London, W.C.2. 

















A SPRING LIST 





Fiction 


H. E. Bates 
THE SLEEPLESS MOON [15/-] 


Dan Davin 
THE SULLEN BELL [12/6] 
Evan King 
CHILDREN OF 
THE BLACK-HAIRED PEOPLE 
[18/-] 
Doris Lessing 
RETREAT TO INNOCENCE [15/-] 


Richard Llewellyn 


MR. HAMISH GLEAVE [12/6] 


Mary Rickwood 
MORE LAUGHTER FOR SAM 
{12/6] 


David Unwin 
A VIEW OF THE HEATH [12/6] 








General. 





Jens Bjerre 
CANNIBALS AND ABORIGINES 
[18/-] 


Henry Cecil 
FRIENDS AT COURT [12/6] 


The Fatal Decisions 
SIX GERMAN GENERALS [25/-] 


John Masters 
BUGLES & A TIGER [16/-] 


Olle Strandberg 
JAMBO ! [18/-] 


Constance Tomkinson 
LES GIRLS [15/-] 


R. P. Way 
ANTIQUE DEALER [15/-] 


Edward Weeks 
THE OPEN HEART [15/-] 











£ MICHAEL JOSEPH 





The People and the 


Constitution 


Being a History of the 
Development of the People’s 
Influence in British Government 
BY CECIL S. EMDEN 
The first edition appeared in 1933. This 


second edition has been revised and 
reset. 42s. net 


OXFORD ENGLISH TEXTS 
The Poetical Works of 
Robert Herrick 


Edited by L. C. MARTIN 


*The first object of this volume is to 
provide a reliable text of all Herrick’s 
ascertained writings and of all other 
writings that can reasonably be attri- 
buted to him.’ From the Preface 

63s. net 


* 
An Elizabethan : 


Sir Horatio Palavicino 


BY LAWRENCE STONE 


This book traces the career of a Genoese 
merchant who became a member of the 
Elizabethan landed gentry. This bio- 
graphy is of interest and importance 
not merely for its own sake, but for the 
light it throws on the workings of 
Elizabethan politics, trade, finance, and 
social movements. 45s. net 


Heinrich Heine 


Two Studies of his 
Thought and Feeling 


BY WILLIAM ROSE 


Heine’s attitude to the political and 
social problems of his day was condi- 
tioned as much by temperament as by 
thought. Professor Rose tries to assess 
the contradictions which have stirred so 
much controversy, by making a close 
study of the interplay of reason and 
poetic feeling in Heine’s writings. 

18s. net 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 








ILLUSTRATED edition of 
G. M. TREVELYAN’S 


History of England 


Little need be said about the famous text, but we would like 
to mention that the illustrations, 100 pages of them, form a 
pictorial history in their own right. 30s. net 


God Protect Me from 
My Friends 


BY GAVIN MAXWELL 


The true story, as far as it is known, of Giuliano the famous 
Sicilian bandit who met a violent death in 1950. Told with 
all the power of a passionate search for truth. I/lustrated. 18s. net 


The Shrine of St. Peter 
and its Ancient Setting 


BY JOCELYN TOYNBEE AND JOHN WARD PERKINS 


An objective account of the facts disclosed by the recent 
excavations, with the authors’ interpretation. J/lustrated. 42s. net 


Modern France 
BY F. C. ROE 


A brilliant introduction to French civilisation by an authority 
on the subject. J/lustrated. 21s. net 


Mankind against the Killers 
BY JAMES HEMMING 


Man’s great struggle through the centuries to conquer disease 
and starvation. Illustrated. 15s. net 


LONGMANS---------------------------- 
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AUTHORSHIP 
WALTER ALLEN 


SO far as literary history and the reading public are concerned, all that 
matters is that an author should be good of his kind; whether he is a 
professional author—earning his living, or much of it, by writing—or writes 
simply in his leisure is quite irrelevant. Professional authorship as we normally 
think of it, as the writing of books to be read by a general public, scarcely 
dates beyond the early eighteenth century. It is a product of the growth 
of literacy as catered for and exploited by booksellers and publishers. 
It seems reasonable to consider any author who writes and is published 
regularly a professional author, whether he is mainly dependent on his 


earnings from writing or not. 


It is with professional authorship that I am concerned in this article. 
My intention is to describe, as I see it, the condition of professional author- 
ship today. The public at large has a grossly exaggerated notion of the sales 
of even the most admired contemporary authors; very few of the most 
highly regarded living English novelists, novelists whose works are discussed 
throughout the world where the art of fiction is taken seriously, could 
possibly live on the sales of their novels alone. 


At the beginning of the century the value of a book, for author and 
publisher alike, lay in the book itself. Now, increasingly, the by-products 
of the book are becoming in some instances more valuable than the book, so 
that publishers, in America particularly but also more and more in Britain, 
are now tending to judge a manuscript not simply as a novel, a biography or 
a work of history, but as the possible source of a film, a television or radio 
programme, a newspaper or magazine serial, or even as material for 
condensation in the digest magazines. Authors as a whole believe that the 
rights in these media are invested in them and that the publisher enters into 
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them only in so far as he acts as agent for the author in negotiating them. 
Publishers, on the other hand, are beginning to maintain that their part in 
the making of a book and the very fact of their having published it and so 
brought it to the attention of the world entitle them to a share in whatever 
it may earn when translated into another medium. 


Now all this is vital to the author because, except for the extraordinarily 
successful, the rewards of authorship are not great. Authorship, from its very 
nature, is a precarious trade, and in many ways the author is a singularly 
unprotected person. His life is always insecure, since his income from books 
tends to fluctuate from year to year. As a self-employed person he will 
scarcely ever belong to a pension or superannuation scheme apart from the 
obligatory contributory scheme of the state. This means that, if he is to 
protect his old age, he must carry a heavy burden of life insurance. No doubt 
he is no different in this respect from any other self-employed person, but 
there is the difference that his years of fertility are often comparatively short 
and that his earning capacity depends on factors beyond his control, such as 
changes in public taste and so on. In the past, if he had enjoyed a modest 
success, he could expect to be buffered to some extent against the worst 
effects of his chronic insecurity by the existence of his books in cheap 
editions and in reprint series. These still exist but on nothing like the scale 
that they did before the war. 


But, except for the very few, if professional authors depended for their 
living on the earnings of their books alone, the writing and so the publishing 
of books would soon stop almost altogether. Publishers often tell us, and 
with some reason, that they publish the less worthy books in order to cover 
the cost of the good books which they prefer to publish but which may not 
be commercially successful; they pride themselves on being patrons of 
literature. Their pride, if they are good publishers, is justified, for good 
publishing, publishing pursued as a vocation and not as the marketing of 
commodity goods, is essentially an affair of judiciously making good the 
losses on the roundabouts by the profit on the swings. But what of authors? 
Few good books would get written at all if their creators seriously expected 
a financial return adequate to the time, thought and energy expended on 
them. Fortunately for publishers and public, it is not true that authors write 
only for money. 

How, then, does the author exist? He may, of course, follow in his 
‘working hours’ a quite other profession, but generally, unless he is lucky 
enough to have a rich wife or a private income, he pursues occupations 
ancillary to what he considers his true vocation. These vary from 
writer to writer. They may be film-script writing, broadcasting, literary 
journalism, reading other authors’ books in manuscript as a publisher’s 
adviser, or some vaguely related ‘full-time’ job such as a staff appointment 
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with the B.B.C. Some authors cultivate sub-personalities which produce for 
them, generally under pseudonyms, detective novels or children’s books. 

Whether an author is wise to earn his livelihood by practising one or 
other of the crafts related to authorship proper or whether he would do 
better by working in a wholly different field and writing in his leisure are 
questions each writer must decide for himself. All that matters is that he 
has time in which to write what he wants to write. 

There are the traditional professions of the Civil Service, which still 
harbours its authors, and schoolteaching, in which I imagine the proportion 
of writers and aspiring writers is still higher than in any other. Then there 
are the other professions, industry, commerce. And here two things strike 
me. It is an excellent thing for a writer, a novelist especially, to have had 
first-hand experience of business or industry, for writers who live in the 
literary world alone are so much the more deprived of knowledge of 
the way in which the bulk of men and women must always live. The second 
reflection is that the more interesting the job in its own right, the more 
insidious it is likely to prove for the writer. 

The dangers to the author of depending for his living on the occupations 
ancillary to literature are probably obvious. The literary world and its 
satellite planets of broadcasting, television and the like are small: it is, all the 
same, very easy for those who live in them to confuse them with the greater 
world outside. Then, since the free-lance writer is always anxious about the 
future, he will nearly always take on more work than he can do without 
jeopardising either the quality or the quantity of the writing that lies nearest 
his heart. 

Time is again the essence of the professional author’s problem. All the 
same, it must be said that in Britain broadcasting, for example, has completely 
changed the lot of the professional author of modest financial success. It is 
no doubt galling for a man who thinks himself a serious novelist to find that 
he is known to the public simply as a stalwart of the B.B.C. Sunday morning 
‘Critics’ programme; but without existence of the B.B.C. public and 
publishers alike would be the poorer by the absence of many books. A single 
twenty-minute talk in the Third Programme, with its repeat and publication 
in the Listener, will bring in a critic something like fifty-five guineas and 
help to make possible the writing of a book thirty times as long as the talk 
that will bring in two or three hundred pounds in advance royalties and 
probably nothing more except handsome reviews and the knowledge that, 
for the next few years, it will be read by readers in public libraries many 
times greater in number than those who actually bought it. 

The professional free-lance author will not find the course of living or 
even of writing easier than if he had taken a job. Certainly, he will be dogged 
constantly by attendant worries—of the future, of problematical 
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commissions, of his next book and how he is to find time to write it—spared 
to the employed. He will not often dare to take a holiday, for when he 
stops writing the money stops coming in. But what he lacks in security is in 
part at least compensated for by the freedom he has. He can arrange his own 
life in a way the employed never can. 


All this applies to the established author. For the young writer it is rather 
different. It is often said that the young today seek security as we, who were 
young twenty years ago, did not. So far as one man’s observation goes, 
it seems clear that far fewer young men and women are setting up in author- 
ship as their sole career than was so before 1939; just as it seems clear that 
they are now publishing their first book at a later age. I suspect that the 
young writer who does plunge into the literary life straight from 
the university finds things harder than they were twenty years ago. Rates 
of payment have gone up, of course, but not commensurately with the cost of 
living. And it may be that the professional free-lance is disappearing or, 
rather, is disappearing from authorship, though he may be emerging in a new 
form as the free-lance broadcaster and radio and television script-writer. 
If this is so, the writing of books will become a secondary activity, the 
by-product of another medium. Remembering the great tradition of English 
hacks (known as men of letters when safely dead) from Defoe, Fielding and 
Johnson onwards, I regret this. 

So far it may seem that I have been talking round and around authorship, 
of the problems that beset authors rather than of the actual writing of books, 
in which authorship consists. But authorship in this sense is essentially an 
individual thing and authors, it seems still true to say, are born not made, or 
if they are made are made so earlyin life as to make their talents at least appear 
innate. The author is still the man who is abnormally obsessed with the 
mystery of human behaviour and abnormally obsessed, too, with the desire 
to communicate to his fellows in fitting language his sense of the mystery. 
Men of this type are always with us, though the forms their expression of the 
mystery takes changes with the centuries and with new developments in 
the media of communication. Such men may learn by trial and error and by 
example the superficies of their craft, but they cannot in any real sense be 
taught it. The author’s education is private and personal; it begins at the 
moment when he is first aware of himself and of other people; and his work 
as a writer is unremitting, so that he is perhaps never so busy as when he 
appears most idle. His stock-in-trade is—himself, and all he needs to practise 
his trade is paper to write on. 


Every young author, as he begins to write his books, will find, whatever 
his field, whether fiction or philosophy, that within that field a handful of 
publishers are pre-eminent. It is to these publishers that the ambitious young 
author naturally submits his first book. If it fails with them there are still 
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others. From my own experience in advising publishers I would think that 
neither genius nor even mediocre talent remains undiscovered for long, but 
there are always differences about the value of individual manuscripts and 
the necessity of publishing them. Unfortunately, the consuming desire 
to write does not of itself guarantee in its possessor the ability to do so or to 
keep on doing so. It is very unlikely that as many as one per cent of all the 
manuscripts the postman brings to publishers’ offices ever get into print, and 
of those that do a high proportion are followed by no other book. The 
mortality rate of authors, as authors, is high. 


But if the writer does achieve print, that is, becomes an author, it is his 
duty, if not to himself then to his fellow-authors, to obtain the best terms 
possible from his publisher. He need not lack guidance. There are the literary 
agents; and I would think that, for the author who lives entirely by writing, 
a good agent is essential, not only to help him get the best terms for his work 
but also to put him in touch with new sources of work. Then, above all, 
there is the Society of Authors, which is the one body in a position to speak 
for authors as a whole and to watch over the fundamental interests of all 
authors. Its work may be unspectacular, but its vigilance is unceasing, and 
whatever improvement there may have been during the past sixty years in 
the financial rewards of authorship and the protection afforded to authors 
against those who would exploit them is due almost entirely to the activities 
of the Society. 


One other organisation should be mentioned: P.E.N., the international 
body of authors. Its great work is the establishing of contacts between 
individual authors of different countries, and any author who travels abroad 
secking the society of foreign authors finds membership of P.E.N. invaluable. 


Walter Allen, Visiting Professor of English, Coe College, lowa, U.S.A., 1955-56, is well 
known as a novelist, critic and broadcaster. His novels include Blind Man’s Ditch (1939), 
Rogue Elephant (1946) and Dead Man Over All (1950). He is also the author of The English 
Novel: a Short Critical History (1954) and of a critical study of Arnold Bennett (1948). 





G. M. TREVELYAN 


On 16th February of this year Dr. G. M. Trevelyan celebrated his eightieth birthday. A great 
company of readers, not only from the English-speaking lands but from Italy and many other 
countries, has long since learnt to see in him one of our great national figures. It is proposed 
that a fund should be established to support an annual series of historical lectures in his own 
university of Cambridge, bearing his name and delivered by a distinguished scholar chosen 
each year from Britain or from overseas. There must be many among his friends and readers 
all over the world who would wish to express their thanks for the pleasure and insight he has 
given them by contributing to this memorial while he is still among us to witness its inauguration. 
Among those who have associated themselves with the proposal are Sir Arthur Bryant, Professor 
H. Butterfield, President of the Historical Association, Sir Winston Churchill, Sir G. N. Clark, 
President of the British Academy, Sir J. E. Neale and Lord Percy of Newcastle. Contributions 
should be addressed to the Treasurer of the TREVELYAN FUND, cjo Barclays Bank Ltd., 
Cambridge. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 


Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albermarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 
THE YEAR’S WORK IN MODERN LANGUAGE STUDIES. 
Vol. XVI, 1954. By a number of scholars. Edited for the Modern Humanities 
Research Association by S. C. Aston. Cambridge University Press, 60s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
528 pages. Index. Paper covers. 
Following the general principles laid down in 1951, this annual international biblio- 
graphical guide surveys not only a vast amount of work done during the year under 
review but also a number of items from earlier years omitted from previous volumes. 
Once again it contains eight sections, covering Medieval Latin Studies, French and 
Provengal, Hispanic Studies, Italian, German, Scandinavian Languages, Slavonic 
Languages, and Theses accepted in the Universities of Great Britain and Ireland 
during the year 1954. Obvious gaps, which it is hoped to fill in later volumes, are 
Dutch and Rumanian and Catalan and ‘Portuguese Studies; endeavours continue 
to be made to find a contributor for a sub-section on Swedish Language. Those 
concerned are to be congratulated on the production of a valuable and scholarly 
review. (016-4) 


SEVENTEENTH CENTURY BIOGRAPHIES. V. de S. Pinto. 
THE ELEMENTS OF CHRISTIANITY. V. A. Demant. Cambridge 
University Press for the National Book League, 2s. 6d. each. 1955. 18°5 cm. 32 
pages. Index. Paper covers. (Reader’s Guides, Second Series, 5 and 6). 

The compiler of the first of these excellent book-lists reminds us that 17th-century 

England was rich in remarkable men and women in many walks of life, and that 

this century was, like the twentieth, ‘an age of intellectual flux and of political and 

social revolution’. The annotated list which follows his essay draws attention to some 
of the best of the ‘lives’ of the period, and the names themselves recall colourful and 
unforgettable people. The subject of the second list calls for a longer essay than usual 
in these Guides. Canon Demant rightly insists that in this field, the selection must 
be a personal one. His recommendations are for those who want to know what 

Christianity is. He has avoided ‘apologetic’ literature and has chosen books irrespective 

of the communion to which the author belongs. The books are all modern and have 

been selected for the ‘reasonably well-educated person who will take as much trouble 

to understand this subject as any other’. (016-92) (016-2) 


Library Science 

THE TREATMENT OF SPECIAL MATERIAL IN LIBRARIES. 
Robert L. Collison. znd edition, revised and enlarged. Aslib, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
114 pages. 18 illustrations. 2 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Aslib Manuals) 

A revised and enlarged edition of a book published in 1950 as The Cataloguing, 

Arrangement and Filing of Special Material in Special Libraries. The problems dealt with, 

however, are met with in all types of libraries; hence the change of title. The type 
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of material discussed includes illustrations, lantern slides, negatives and prints, business 
archives, microfilms and filmstrips, gramophone records, newspapers and periodicals, 
news clippings and indexes, pamphlets, trade catalogues, maps and films. The book 
will appeal particularly to the busy librarian with a small staff. (025-17) 


Encyclopaedias . 

CHAMBERS’S ENCYCLOPAEDIA. New edition. Managing editor: 
M. D. Law. 15 vols. Newnes, Elizabethan binding £89 ss. od.; Roxburgh 
£78 15s. od.; blue maroquette £68 $s. od. 1955-56. 27-5 cm. Over 800 pages 
per vol. Plates (some in colour). Illustrations. Diagrams. Plans. Maps (some in 
colour). Tables. Bibliography. Map index and gazetteer. Subject and general 
index. 

In 1950 this well-known encyclopaedia was reissued as a completely new work, 

rearranged to meet the changed emphases in the field of scholarship. Substantial 

revisions have been made in the present edition ‘to bring up to date references to 
contemporary events and especially all statements of fact related to specific recent 
years’. Revised information is given on industrial, manufacturing and military 
techniques, and new statistical information is incorporated. Articles on current 
economic and social conditions, political history, biographies of living or recently 
deceased persons, and articles on sport have all been revised as necessary. Some 
illustrations and sketch maps have been added or revised, while all the atlas maps 
have been revised or replaced. The indexes (comprising Vol. XV, soon to appear) have 
been adapted accordingly. (032) 


HUTCHINSON’S TWENTIETH CENTURY ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 
Edited by Walter Hutchinson. Revised by E. M. Horsley. 3rd edition, revised. 
Hutchinson, 30s. 1955. 23 cm. 1,040 pages. 1,400 illustrations (1 in colour). $1 maps 
(16 in colour). Tables. 

The new edition of this compact encyclopaedia (first published in 1948) testifies to 

its popularity and increases its usefulness as a sbtensioete book. It covers a very 

wide field of knowledge and interests, from atomic energy to film-stars and athletic 
records, from Greek mythology to present-day politicians, and provides much topical 
as well as ‘standard’ information. The use of it is facilitated by good clear printing 

on good paper. (032) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


INDIVIDUATION: A Study of the Depth Psychology of Carl Gustav 
Jung. Josef Goldbrunner. Translated from the German by Stanley Goodman. 
Hollis & Carter, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 212 pages. 


There is much controversy concerning the precise stature of Jung as a psychologist. 
Much of the dispute is caused by the difficulty of assessing his work as Aero: snd 
is a prolific and sometimes tortuous writer. Dr. Goldbrunner’s commentary is 
7 Holl we of great value. The first part of his book is concerned with particular subjects: 
the nature of the psyche, the personal unconscious, the collective unconscious, the 
theory of archetypes, etc. The second part gives us a succinct but not uncritical 
appraisal of Jung’s views on religion, ethics, education and, above all, the cure of 
souls. The translator has done his work clearly and efficiently. (131-34) 
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PLATO’S PHAEDO. Translated from the Greek with Introduction and 
Commentary by R. Hackforth. Cambridge University Press, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
210 pages. Index of names. 

The absence, for reasons of economy, of the Greek text is the only unsatisfactory 

feature of this book. The text translated is mainly Burnet’s, and the translation is in 

a simple and natural modern idiom. It is preceded by an introduction of discreet 

length and is divided into twenty-two sections, followed by succinct excursuses on 

the problems arising. The running commentary is in the form of footnotes. At the 
end there are additional notes and an index of ancient and modern names. The 


volume will be useful both to students of philosophy and to those reading the text as 
literature. (184) 


AQUINAS. F. C. Copleston. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 264 pages. 
Bibliographical notes. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 


As author of a distinguished history of philosophical thought, Father Copleston 
writes of the Angelic Doctor from a point of view much less restricted than that of 
many devotees. His terms of reference are clear: St. Thomas is here presented as a 
philosopher, to be judged by philosophical rather than theological canons. The book 
is divided into five parts: the world and metaphysics, God and creation, man (the 
problem of body and soul), society, and a final chapter on modern Thomism. This 
little work is to be recommended to those anxious to find a plain account of one of 
the world’s great philosophical systems. (189) 


THE MYTH OF SISYPHUS. Albert Camus. Translated from the 
French by Justin O’Brien. Hamish Hamilton, 15s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 170 pages. 


Camus is a writer of European significance, and this challenging book, written in the 
dark days of the Occupation of France, is one of his most powerful pieces. It is in 
every sense an existentialist work: Camus endeavours to arrive at the meaning of 
life by frankly facing its apparent absurdity. The style and manner are very different 
from those adopted in philosophical essays by British philosophers, but this difference 
is itself revealing: modern French thinkers tend to dramatise their thought, and some 
of them, like Camus himself, are gifted dramatists. The present volume contains 
several essays of a descriptive nature, the best being an evocation of Algiers. (194) 


RELIGION 


NEW ESSAYS IN PHILOSOPHICAL THEOLOGY. Edited by 
Antony Flew and Alasdair MacIntyre. S.C.M. Press, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 286 pages. 
Index. (Library of Philosophy and Theology) 

It is to be hoped that this volume will find its way into the hands of many people 

who do not normally read books on either philosophy or theology. It will Mo 

enlighten those who believe that all ‘analytical’ philosophers in Britain are Logical 

Positivists. The two editors, one a Christian and the other a ‘rationalist’, are convinced 

that the theological standpoint need no longer be based upon philosophical idealism: 

this is the chief reason for the book’s importance. Sixteen philosophers drawn from 
all parts of the British Commonwealth contribute a total of twenty-two essays, and 
the discussions cover every branch of theology from the conventional problems 

regarding God’s existence to the current “demythologising’ controversy. (201) 
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THE TOWER OF BABEL. André Parrot. Translated from _ the 
French by E. Hudson. S.C.M. Press, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 76 pages. 18 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. (Studies in Biblical Archaeology, No. 2.) 


A translation of La Tour de Babel (2nd edition, 1954) in which Professor Parrot covers 
the literary, epigraphical and archaeological evidence os to the Tower of 
Babel, and discusses the Tower in Art and its bearing on Theology. The ziggurat, 
thirty-four examples of which have been recorded, including that at Babylon which 
was the original of the Genesis story, developed from a temple on a high terrace, 
and so was a gigantic plinth, supporting a sanctuary, the habitation of the god. It 
was thus not an expression of man’s pride but an attempt to approach the deity. 
This is a clear, concise account, suitably illustrated and well produced. (222-1) 


THE FORMATION OF THE PAULINE CORPUS OF LETTERS. 
C. Leslie Mitton. Epworth Press, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 80 pages. 2 tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Indexes. 

In this brief but competent study, the author enquires how, when, where and why 

the Pauline letters were gathered together. According to the popular theory, the 

process of grouping the letters into a single collection was gradual and a local 
collection would be supplemented by an exchange of letters addressed to other 
churches. Dr. Mitton considers that the contention of Goodspeed and Knox that 
the letters rapidly fell into neglect but were rescued about A.D. 90 by a disciple of 
Paul merits serious consideration. The suppositions, however, upon which this view 
is based hardly favour general acceptance. (227) 


SUBJECT AND OBJECT IN MODERN THEOLOGY. The 
Croall Lectures given in the University of Edinburgh, 1953. James Brown. S.C.M. 
Press, 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 214 pages. Index. (Library of Philosophy and Theology) 

The importance of this book is that it is written by a man of both philosophical 

training and pastoral experience. The author believes that ‘truth will involve some 

correct relation or proportion between these two elements in knowing, Subject and 

Object . . . and that human thinking is liable to distortion when this correct balance 

is upset’. He accordingly examines the thought of Kierkegaard, Heidegger, Buber 

and Barth in order to determine what distortions are present and how they have 
come about. The author is convinced that the existentialist position must be given 
serious appraisal by anyone wishing to arrive at a theological standpoint acceptable 

to modern man. (230) 


GRACE ABOUNDING TO THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. John 
Bunyan. New edition. S.C.M. Press, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 148 pages. (A Treasury 
of Christian Books) 

Grace Abounding, written by Bunyan from prison in 1666, is a message to his 

congregation to encourage its members to withstand persecution and the normal 

temptations of daily life. In the latter part of the book, there is an account of his 
ministerial calling, revealing unusual insight as well as a superb mastery of English 

— In spite of the limitations of Bunyan’s temperament, training and some, at 

east, of his theological beliefs, Grace Abounding will ever remain a classic of Christian 

devotion. Dr. Hugh Martin contributes a brief but useful introduction to this well 

produced edition. (248) 
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UNLESS THEY BE SENT. A _ Theological Study of the Nature and 
Purpose of Preaching. Augustine Rock. Blackfriars Publications, 11s. 1955. 21 cm. 
222 pages. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 

This is not a study of the art of preaching, but an examination of what preaching is 

and what it is meant to do. The author quotes liberally from St. Thomas Aquinas, 

St. Bonaventure and St. Albert the Great, and, with their help, he formulates this 

definition: ‘Preaching is an act . . . by which one duly sent announces the truth of 

the faith in order that men . . . be moved to believe and to do what is necessary to 
be saved.’ Father Rock has provided a popular treatise that can be read with profit 

by both priest and layman. (251) 


DOCUMENTS ON CHRISTIAN UNITY. A Selection from the 
First and Second Series, 1920-30. Edited by G. K. A. Bell. Oxford University Press, 
16s. 1955. 19 cm. 284 pages. 

The first two volumes of Documents on Christian Unity covering the important 

period 1920-30 are now out of print and here we have a selection of those documents 

in the earlier volumes which are of peculiar interest not only to the student of 
ecclesiastical history but to all who are concerned about the various movements 
towards re-union. There is thus made available once again the famous Lambeth 

“Appeal to all Christian people’ (1920), documents relating to the Conversations at 

Malines, the World Conference on Faith and Order, the Church of England and the 

Free Churches, and the Eastern Orthodox Church. (280-1) 


THE CATHOLIC DIRECTORY, 1956. 119th year of issue. Burns, 
Oates & Washbourne, 15s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 688 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Maps. 
Index. 

This Directory is arranged in three main parts, giving general information, as well 

as details of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy in Great Britain, and information on the 

dioceses of England, Scotland and Wales. There are lists of Cardinals, Archbishops 
and Bishops of the British Commonwealth and the United States of America, and 
of the priests of Great Britain, and religious orders in England and Wales. Training 
colleges for teachers in England and Wales, hospitals in the London area, and societies 
in England and Wales are also listed. (282-058) 


THE NATURE AND FUNCTION OF PRIESTHOOD. A 
Comparative and Anthropological Study. E. O. James. Thames & Hudson, 25s. 
1956. 22-5 cm. 336 pages. Notes. Bibliography. Index. : 

This learned and highly significant volume, by a scholar who has made outstanding 

contributions to the history of religion, comprises a comparative enquiry into the 

nature and function of priesthood and an attempt to trace its influence as an integral 
element in the life of the groups, nations or churches brought under review. As far 
as is known, this is the first serious attempt to deal in a single volume with the 
institution of priesthood at various cultural levels and within a number of different 
religious disciplines, ranging from primitive society to Hinduism, Judaism and 

Christianity. The relation of the priesthood to the kingship, sacrifice, absolution, 

sacred learning and jurisdiction is discussed in detail in the light of recent research, 

and the sanity of judgment displayed is as conspicuous as the author's extensive 
erudition. The volume is fully annotated and the bibliography should prove of great 

assistance to all students of the subject. (291) 
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THE JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 1956 (5716-17). Edited by Hugh 
Harris. ‘Jewish Chronicle’ Publications, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 508 pages. Frontispiece. 
Maps. Tables. Index. 

This volume covers the tercentenary year of the Jewish Resettlement in Britain and 

the Diamond Jubilee of the Year Book itself. A special place is accordingly given 

to Anglo-Jewry in the present issue, which includes details of the Council of the 

Tercentenary (of which H.M. the Queen is Patron); a programme of functions 

arranged for the year; and a historical note on British Jewry. Among the other 

items are details of Anglo-Jewish institutions; a directory of Synagogues, etc. in 

London, the Provinces and the Commonwealth, with the chief institutions in other 

countries. There is also a Who’s Who of British Jews and much other general 

information. (296-058) 


CHINESE SPIRIT-MEDIUM CULTS IN SINGAPORE. Alan 
J. A. Elliott. London School of Economics and Political Science: Department of Anthro- 
pology, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 180 pages. 24 photographs. Glossary. Bibliography. 
(Monographs on Social Anthropology, No. 14.) 

Based on intensive first-hand study, this monograph gives a detailed account of an 

important aspect of Chinese religious practice of which few Europeans are even 

aware. Written in clear, non-technical language, it is of interest both to students of 
spiritualism and to those concerned with the complex problems of overseas Chinese 

society, upon which it throws light from an unusual angle. (299-51) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 
THEY STAND APART. A Critical Survey of the Problems of 
Homosexuality. Edited by J. Tudor Rees and Harley V. Usill. Heinemann, 213. 
1955. 22 cm. 232 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
This is a thorough survey by distinguished writers of a current social problem of 
great importance in Britain. It is published at an opportune time since a Departmental 
Committee is sitting to consider the law and practice relating to homosexual offences 
and the treatment of persons convicted of them by the Court. In the first part of the 
book, following the editors’ introduction, Judge Tudor Rees writes on homo- 
sexuality and the law, Viscount Hailsham on homosexuality and society, and Dr. 
D. S. Bailey on homosexuality and Christian morals. Dr. W. Lindesay Neustatter 
deals with the medical aspects of homosexuality in part two, while in part three 
Dr. H. A. Hammelmann surveys the problem of homosexuality and the law in other 
countriés. Part four consists of a critical survey of statistics, abstracts from parlia- 
mentary debates, extracts from reports and a bibliography. (301-424) 


WHITAKER’S ALMANACK, 1956. 88th annual volume. Whitaker, 
Library edition, leather bound with 16 coloured maps, 30s.; Complete edition, 
cloth bound, 17s.6d.; Shorter edition, paper bound, 10s. 1955. 19 cm. 
1,190:1,190:692 pages. 21 photographs. Tables. Index. 

Full particulars of the new House of Commons elected in May, 1955, together with 

the changes in the Government upon its reconstruction after Sir Anthony Eden 

succeeded Sir Winston Churchill as Prime Minister, are recorded, and a concise list 
of the principal ships of Her Majesty’s Fleet has been restored to this new edition 
after an absence of many years from the Almanack. Information about the area and 
population, constitution, education, finance, production, industry and communica- 
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tions is given as usual for every country of the world, together with details about 
the United Nations and its subsidiary organisations, and many particulars regard- 
ing the arts and sciences, sport, the press, societies and institutions, etc. in Britain. (305) 


Political Science 


THE SOCIAL CONTRACT. DISCOURSES. Jean-Jacques Rousseau. 
Translated from the French. New introduction by G. D. H. Cole. Reprint. Dent, 
6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 312 pages. Bibliography (Everyman’s Library) 

Given the enormous influence exerted by Rousseau, it is strange that his more 

academic works should be so little read. The Confessions are assured of an audience; 

Emile is alluded to in every history of education; The Social Contract commands the 

attention of those passing examinations in political science. The point of Professor 

Cole’s long Introduction is to demonstrate that Rousseau’s less popular works are 

essential as throwing light upon the well-known ones. For there is much less 

inconsistency in Rousseau’s thought than many critics (and perhaps also Rousseau 
himself) believed. It is of interest that several of the Discourses, including the 
controversial one on “The Origin of Inequality’, were originally proposed as exercises 

by the Academy of Dijon. (320-1) 


KENYA’S OPPORTUNITY. Memories, Hopes and Ideas. Lord 
Altrincham. Faber, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 308 pages. 17 photographs. 2 maps. Index. 
The late Lord Altrincham, as Sir Edward Grigg, was Governor of Kenya from 1925 
to 1931. This is at once his credo and his apologia. A believer in the ideals of Rhodes, 
his memories are more valuable than either his hopes or ideas. He pleads for a 
Federation of East Africa, ignoring the untimeliness of such views and the practical 
difficulties of imposing them; his attitude to other Governors, particularly Sir 
Donald Cameron of Tanganyika, is piquant and revealing. But it is a most valuable 
book in many respects, for undoubtedly Kenya has an opportunity, and, to appreciate 
her problems, an understanding of the mistakes of the past, and the personalities—both 

settlers and government officials—which have been imposed on her, is essential. 


(325-342) 


COLONIAL RESEARCH, 1954-1955. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 9s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 316 pages. 3 tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Command 
Paper 9626) 

Since the war the scope of various specialist bodies undertaking research into matters 
affecting Colonial Territories has greatly increased and the latest annual collection 
contains the reports of eleven separate bodies as well as a summary of other research 
not covered by specialist committees. The great range of subjects covered includes 
the development of fisheries, the improvement and extension of agriculture, medical 
and veterinary science, building research, sociology, and economic development. 


(325°342) 


THE PLAN FOR A BRITISH CARIBBEAN FEDERATION. 
[In 3 parts]. Report of the Fiscal Commissioner. Report of the Civil Service 
Commissioner. Report of the Judicial Commissioner. Colonial Office. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 3s., 38., 18.6d. 1956. 24°5 cm. 71: 76: 20 pages. Paper covers. 
(Command Papers 9618, 9619, 9620) 

These three documents, issued separately since they each arise from the report of a 

separate Commission, reflect the implications as to finance, law, and staffing which 
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will arise from the application of the principles of West Indian federation contained 
in the London Plan. The latter is the plan agreed at the 1953 Conference on Federation 
Proposals for the British Caribbean territories, and published as Command Paper 
8895. In very general terms, the first report indicates that the overall annual cost of 
federal services would not greatly exceed those of corresponding unitary services, the 
second, that no general immediate federalisation of services is envisaged, whilst 
the judicial report is principally concerned with the establishment of a Federal 
Supreme Court, and a Federal Court of Appeal. (325-342) 


THE DRAFT BUGANDA AGREEMENTS, 1955. Crown Agents 
for Oversea Governments and Administrations on behalf of the Government of Uganda, 
38. 1955. 24°5 cm. 168 pages. Paper covers. 
After the constitutional troubles leading to and arising out of the temporary exile of 
the Kabaka of Buganda, and the subsequent mission of Sir Keith Hancock, agreement 
between the Uganda Government and the Buganda native administration has been 
reached, and embodied in a proposed new agreement. This replaces the former 
agreement of 1900, which it supplements and amends. The present document gives 
the agreement in full, together with the translation in Luganda. Included also are the 
texts of several letters exchanged between the Governor and the new Buganda 
ministers explaining certain points of the agreement. (325-342) 


IMPERIAL FEDERATION. A Study of New Zealand Policy and 
Opinion, 1880-1914. Keith Sinclair. University of London: Athlone Press for the 
Institute of Commonwealth Studies, 4s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. $0 pages. Paper covers. 
(University of London Institute of Commonwealth Studies, Commonwealth Papers, 
No. 2) 

Dr. Sinclair, a New Zealander, examines afresh and impartially the assumption that 
New Zealand not only was a greater supporter of Imperial Federation than other 
parts of the Empire, but had less sense of separatism and nationalism. His finding is 
that this was, in the main, due to Seddon and Pember Reeves, and did not represent 
the general outlook: in supporting Federation, these and other public men were 
looking principally at New Zealand’s particular and separate interest, hoping that, 
as a relatively small and unimportant country, she would secure greater power and 
influence as a member of a formally organised Federation than as an independent 
member of a loose association such as the Commonwealth which has emerged. 


(325-342) 


DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE MEETING OF FOREIGN 
MINISTERS OF FRANCE, THE UNITED KINGDOM, THE 
SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Geneva, October 27-November 16, 1955. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 
186 pages. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9633) 

When the Heads of Government of the four powers met in Geneva in July 1955, they 

issued a directive to their Foreign Ministers that they should meet in Geneva the 

following October to consider the problems of European security and Germany 
and of disarmament. In this Command Paper are set out the principal speeches made 
at the October conference and also all documents and resolutions tabled by the 

Ministers together with the final Communiqué. (327-09) 
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THE OFFICE OF PRIME MINISTER. Byrum E. Carter. Faber, 
308. 1956. 22°5 cm. 362 pages. 2 tables. Chronology. Index. 

Professor Carter, of Indiana University, deals in this scholarly work with a subject 
which, though of obvious importance to the historian and the student of the British 
constitution, has up to now received too little attention. He describes the historical 
development of the office, the method of selecting the Prime Minister, his relations 
with the public, the party, the Cabinet and Parliament, the procedure of forming a 
government, and the conduct of foreign affairs and war. The account is devoted 
mainly to the period since 1894, with particular reference to present-day politics. 


(328-42) 


ENGLISH RADICALISM, 1786-1832. From Paine to Cobbett. 

S. Maccoby. Allen & Unwin, $0s. 1955. 22-5 cm. $60 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This is the fifth (and completing) volume of a work surveying English radical thought 
during the period 1762-1914. It follows the model of the earlier volumes, tracing the 
social and political movements of the period, and accompanying the text with copious 
quotations from the periodical and pamphlet literature. The theme of radical opmion 
is traced in a time when there was great activity, due to the impact of the French 
Revolution upon English politicians and English social life. Mr. Maccoby can be 
congratulated on having completed a valuable work of reference. (329-942) 


Economics 


THE BUSINESSMAN’S GUIDE TO BRITAIN, 1956. Compiled 
by The Economist Intelligence Unit. Chatto & Windus, 10s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 
168 pages. Numerous diagrams and maps. Endpaper maps and plans. Chronology 
of events in 1956. Index. 

This small guide-book is of a special kind, concerned not so much with geographical 

description as with practical information for the traveller, particularly the business 

man from overseas. It begins with some useful hints on public transport, tipping, 
money, and other matters which perplex the visitor. Then it describes, concisely and 
efficiently, the general economic characteristics of the country according to thirteen 
regional groupings, giving for each area such information as the sizes of the main 
towns, addresses of information centres, and suggestions on where to hire a car or 
apply for secretarial help and where to stay. (330-942) 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE U.K. DEPENDENCIES. 
Central Office of Information. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. 1955. 23°5 cm. 
40 pages. Paper covers. (Central Office of Information Reference Pamphlets, 8) 

The British dependencies comprise thirty-eight colonial and protected territories, of 

which Nigeria is the largest and Gibraltar the smallest, most of them lying within 

the tropics. This pamphlet gives a concise account of the work that is being done 
by the Colonial Governments and by private enterprise, under the general guidance 
and with the financial aid and technical assistance of the United Kingdom, towards 
the economic development of these regions. This is followed by facts and figures 
showing what has already been done in respect of communications, agriculture, 
animal husbandry, fisheries, forestry, mining, fuel and power, manu! i 
industry and trade. (330 942) 
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AGEING IN INDUSTRY. An Inquiry,” based on Figures derived 
from Census Reports, into the Problem of Ageing under the Conditions of 
Modern Industry. F. Le Gros Clark and Agnes C. Dunne. Nuffield Foundation, 6s. 
1955. 21°5 cm. 166 pages. 2 graphs in colour. Tables. Index. Paper covers. 

The proportion of older people in the population of Great Britain is increasing, and 

in future years is likely to create certain industrial and social problems. As a pre- 

liminary to considering what possible solutions there may be, the writers of this 
report have tried to discover how many men over the age of sixty-five, in thirty-two 
selected occupations, are able to continue their work and how many would have to 
find other employment in order to remain occupied. The enquiry, based on the 
official Census reports, is a revealing study of age-groupings among different 
categories of industrial workers. (331°1) 


DEMOCRACY IN OUR WORKING LIVES. A Report prepared 
by the Occupational Democracy Group of the Progressive League. Foreword 
by L. A. G. Strong. Progressive League, 1s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 48 pages. Glossary. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. 

The Progressive League is a non-party organisation, and the committee responsible 

for this report on human relations in industry is widely representative, including 

teachers of industrial and public administration, a housing officer, a factory labour 
officer, a solicitor, an industrial consultant, a chemist and an industrial psychologist. 

The pamphlet stresses the need for the worker to become an integral part of his firm, 

sharing in its counsels and fortunes. To illustrate the possibilities it describes some of 

the various schemes of employee representation which are being tried, some of them 

with great success, in Britain, Italy, France, Germany and elsewhere. (331-15) 


THE LAW OF BANKERS’ COMMERCIAL CREDITS. H. C. 
Gutteridge and Maurice Megrah. 2nd edition. Europa Publications, 25s. 1955. 
22 cm. 252 pages. Tables. Index. 

The financing of the export and import of goods by bankers’ commercial credits is 

an important aspect of English mercantile practice. Since this book was first published 

by the late Professor Gutteridge in 1932, the practice relating to documentary credits 
has developed considerably. Several new topics have been introduced in this edition. 

The work contains chapters on the mechanism of bankers’ commercial credits, the 

types of credit, the legal aspects of the contract created by a credit, contractual 

relationships arising under a credit, the tender of documents, the transfer and assign- 
ability of credits, the banker’s security for advances, damages, and questions of 

conflict of laws. Mr. Megrah is Secretary to the Institute of Bankers. (332-1) 


EXCHEQUER PROCEEDINGS CONCERNING WALES in tempore 
James I. Abstracts of Bills and Answers and Inventory of Further Proceedings. 
Compiled by T. I. Jeffreys Jones. University of Wales Press (Cardiff), 35s. 1955. 
25 cm. 424 pages. Index. (Board of Celtic Studies, University of Wales History and 
Law Series, No. XV) 

The Court of Exchequer, at first a Crown Revenue Court, subsequently acquired a 

judicial function and gradually extended its jurisdiction to the neglect of its financial 

duties. As in earlier volumes of Exchequer proceedings in this series, the excerpts 
have been taken from such cases as were tried under the equity procedure of bill and 
answer. The common law cases of the Exchequer of Pleas are not included. In addition 
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to the bill and answer, the editor has given with each case an inventory of further 

proceedings. The abstracts illustrate the effect of English legal ideas and Tudor 

legislation in Wales at this time and are a useful contribution to social history. 
(333-309429) 


AN EXPENDITURE TAX. Nicholas Kaldor. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1955. 
22*5 cm. 250 pages. Tables. Index. 
Mr. Kaldor, Reader in Economics in Cambridge University, develops in this book 
ideas which he put before the Royal Commission on the Taxation of Profits and 
Income, of which he was a member, but which were not then elaborated as they 
were held to fall outside the Commission’s terms of reference. His main argument is 
that individuals should be taxed on their expenditure, not on their income. He 
states the issue in general terms and in relation to savings, risk-bearing, incentive to 
work, company taxation and economic progress, and discusses how far a personal 
expenditure tax is practicable. (336-25) 


AGRICULTURE. Keith A. H. Murray. H.M. Stationery Office, 30s. 1956. 
24°5 cm. 434 pages. 8 graphs and charts. 48 tables. Index. (History of the Second 
World War: United Kingdom Civil Series) 

One of the History of the Second World War series under the editorship of Sir Keith 

Hancock, this volume gives a detailed account of the food production campaign in 

Great Britain during the critical war years. It is largely the story of Government 

policy and its execution by the County War Agricultural Executive Committees, 

and a success story. At the same time it demonstrates very ably the manner in which 
the seeds of post-war agricultural expansion and efficiency were sown under wartime 

restrictions and directions. (338-1) 


INDUSTRIAL FIBRES. A_ Review of Production, Trade and 
Consumption relating to Cotton, Wool, Silk, Flax, Jute, Sisal and other Hemps, 
Mohair, Coir, Kapok, Rayon and other man-made fibres. Compiled in the 
Intelligence Branch of the Commonwealth Economic Committee. H.M. 
Stationery Office for the Commonwealth Economic Committee, $s. 1955. 25 cm. 
188 pages. 137 tables. Index to tables. Paper covers. 

In this sixth post-war issue of this review the statistics relate to 1938-39 and the years 

from 1949 to the end of 1954. As usual, the particular aim is to show the part played 

by Commonwealth countries in producing and disposing of the industrial fibres, but 
statistics for foreign countries are also given in ample detail. Six useful appendices 
relate to government measures affecting industrial fibres, the average planting and 
picking dates and staple lengths and varieties of cotton, the production of jute 
manufactures in India and Pakistan, import and export duties in various countries, 
and prices of fibres in the United Kingdom. (338-17) 


JAPAN’S COTTON INDUSTRY (1955). With a Chapter on 
Hongkong and Shanghai Cotton Mills. Arno S. Pearse. Cloister Press (Manchester), 
I$s. 1955. 25 cm. 136 pages. 28 illustrations. Tables. 

The author, a widely travelled observer in the cotton trade, and formerly General 

Secretary of the International Cotton Federation, has recently returned from Japan. 

He presents an informed and detailed report on the present state of the cotton 

industry there, which adds greatly to the statistical data available. (338-40952) 
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THE ENDLESS WEB. John Dickinson and Co. Ltd., 1804-1954. Joan 
Evans. Cape, 32s.6d. 1955. 27 cm. 290 pages. 53 illustrations. Endpaper map and 
genealogical table. Index. 

The world-famous firm of John Dickinson and Co., paper makers, began in a small 

way in 1804, when John Dickinson set up business in London as a manufacturing 

stationer. Soon afterwards he bought mills in which to set up his newly-invented 
paper-making machinery. Dr. Evans, his great-niece, has drawn upon family papers 
and mill records to show how the firm developed, partly through the introduction 
of envelopes and of the penny post, into a large organisation with branches in the 
provinces and overseas. Her book will greatly interest economic historians as well 
as students of the paper trade. (338-47) 


Law 


CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE COMMON- 
WEALTH. Part I. Member Countries. Part II. United Kingdom Dependencies. 
Central Office of Information. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. and 3s. 1955. 23-5 cm. 
44: 84 pages. Map in Part Il. Bibliographies. Paper covers. (Central Office of 
Information Reference Pamphlets, 5 and 6) 

These two pamphlets give in very convenient form information which might 
otherwise be acquired only from lengthy textbooks. The first gives a brief survey 
of the recent constitutional development of each of the eight member countries of 
the Commonwealth, with notes on their international status and legislative powers, 
followed by exact details of their constitutions today. The second deals in a similar 
way with the great variety of colonies, protectorates and trust territories, describing 
their constitutions, their systems of local government and their progress towards 
self-government. Both of them will be found extremely useful to keep at hand. 


(342-42) 


FRAGMENTA LEGIS. Andrew Dewar Gibb. Green & Son (Edinburgh), 
7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. $8 pages. Index. 
A collection of short, miscellaneous points, mainly on Scots law, which the Regius 
Professor of Law in the University of Glasgow has collected from various sources 
over a number of years. These include extracts from judgments, statutes and legal 
writings generally. All are interesting and a number are amusing. Reference is made 
to a number of points on Scots law which could not be easily ascertained from any 
of the legal digests and indexes. (34708) 


HILL AND REDMAN’S LAW OF LANDLORD AND TENANT. 
12th edition by W. J. Williams and M. M. Wells. Butterworth, 117s.6d. 1955. 
25°5 cm. 1,858 pages. Tables. Index. 

The last edition of this standard practitioners’ treatise was published in 1951, since 

when there has been considerable legislative activity and a wide range of judicial 

decisions. Important laws such as the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 and the Housing 

Repairs and Rents Act 1954 have introduced considerable changes into this important 

branch of English law. In this edition there is some rearrangement of the contents, 

which are now in four parts, dealing with the general law, agricultural tenancies, the 

Rent Acts, and emergency legislation. An appendix gives the text of relevant 

statutes and regulations. (347°2) 
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Public Administration 


THE BRITISH IMPERIAL CALENDAR AND CIVIL SERVICE 
LIST, 1956. H.M. Stationery Office, 17s.6d. 1956. 24°5 cm. 1,008 pages. Tables. 
Indexes. Paper covers. 

This official publication gives full details of the Royal Households, the High 

Commissioners in England, the Cabinet, and the various Ministries, Commissions and 

other Official Bodies. Names of the chief officers in these departments are given; 

and there is an alphabetical index to names of persons holding public appointments 
in the British Isles. (354°42058) 


Social Welfare 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MALADJUSTED 
CHILDREN. Ministry of Education. H.M. Stationery Office, 6s. 1955. 
24°5 cm. 186 pages. Tables. Index. Paper covers. 

The present volume deals with the work of the Department since the publication of 

the sixth report in May, 1951. The largest section is devoted to child care, with 

shorter sections on juvenile delinquency and approved schools. Statistical tables and 
reprints of official memoranda are included. The report is an essential work for all 

interested in child welfare. (362-7) 


A GUIDE TO JUVENILE COURT LAW. Gilbert H. F. Mumford. 
4th edition. Jordan, 12s.6d. 1955. 17°5 cm. 224 pages. Tables. Notes. Index. 
A new edition of a clear and useful guide for justices, police and probation officers. A 
great deal of information is included in compressed yet intelligible form. The 
author is Clerk to the Justices of Luton. This work should be of considerable help 
to all concerned with the administration of juvenile courts in England, and can be 
recommended to overseas readers interested in the special features of this branch of 
English law. (364-52) 


SPONTANEOUS YOUTH GROUPS. Edited by P. H. K. Kuenstler. 
University of London Press, 4s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 76 pages. Tables. Paper covers. 
(University of Bristol Institute of Education Publication No. 8.) 

The six papers in this booklet are the result of investigations made in various parts 

of Britain into youth groups formed and organised by young people themselves and 

not primarily sponsored or led by adults. The essays, by people interested in youth 
work, are mainly descriptive, and purport to show the potential importance of such 
groups. The hope is expressed that the papers may, by suggesting lines of further 
investigation, stimulate sociologists to undertake studies of these groups and to 
draw conclusions from them which would contribute to current social psychology. 


(369-4) 


Education 


THE EDUCATION AUTHORITIES DIRECTORY AND 
ANNUAL, 1955/56. School Government Publishing Co., 25s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 
544 pages. Indexes. 

This Directory, corrected and revised to date, contains a list of personnel and 

departmental details of the Ministry of Education, Government Departments with 

addresses, and local education authorities of England, Scotland and Wales. 

Information is also given on secondary schools; training colleges; art, arts and 
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crafts, music, trade and technical institutions and polytechnics; universities and 
colleges; institutions for the blind and other handicapped students; Home Office 
children’s department; approved schools; county and rural libraries; Common- 
wealth education departments; and education societies. There is a long survey of 
educational services in 1954 and plentiful details of coming events in education, 
month by month, during 1956. (370-58) 


THE PUBLIC AND PREPARATORY SCHOOLS YEAR BOOK, 
1956. The Official Book of Reference of the Headmasters’ Conference and of 
the Association of Preparatory Schools. 66th year of publication. Edited by J. F. 
Burnet and L. W. Taylor. Black, 18s. 1955. 19 cm. 1,090 pages. Indexes. 

This year book gives full information on the two organisations of which it is the 

official publication. The first part gives particulars about schools accepted as eligible 

for representation on the Headmasters’ Conference; the second part gives details of 
preparatory schools; and the third is mainly concerned with careers, giving much 
information on educational and other requirements of many professions, and 

general information about them. (373-42) 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION: Its Aims, Organisation and Future 
Development. P. F. R. Venables. Bell, 42s. 1955. 22 cm. 658 pages. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Indexes. 

This exhaustive survey of British technical institutions gives a comprehensive picture 

of their achievements and shortcomings, and the progress made during recent years. 

Dr. Venables describes the present scope and range of technical education, considers 

the problems and opportunities which exist today, discusses policy trends, and gives 

an account of the students and the industries and occupations served by technical 
education, and of the teaching and other staffs engaged in it. The appendices include 

a list of technical institutions, details of advanced courses in technical colleges, and 

addresses of statutory bodies and professional associations connected with technical 

education. This is an important and much needed book on a subject about which no 

standard work has appeared since 1939. (378-996) 


Transport 
MERCHANT SHIPPING AND THE DEMANDS OF WAR. 
C. B. A. Behrens. H.M. Stationery Office and Longmans, 35s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 516 
pages. 21 photographs. Diagram. 7 maps. Tables. Glossary. Index. (History of the 
Second World War: United Kingdom Military Series.) 
A lengthy book on this subject might easily have turned out to be a catalogue of 
dull facts and figures. Miss Behrens is to be congratulated on having produced a 
most interesting, clear and comprehensive picture of this important side of the war 
at sea. Her detailed history reveals the methods devised by the British, later joined 
by the Americans, in the face of constant danger and difficulty, to provide shipping 
sufficient to carry supplies to meet both the demands of war and civilian needs. How 
this was accomplished in the face of continually changing conditions makes fascinating 
reading. Statistical appendices were essential to the work, and, to make the seventy 
of them more digestible, Miss Behrens presents them at the end of each relevant 
chapter. The work in compiling these alone must have been immense. (387°5) 
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AIRCRAFT BADGES AND MARKINGS. Compiled by Harold B. 
Pereira. Foreword by Lord Douglas of Kirtleside. Adlard Coles in association with 
Harrap, $s. 1955. 14°5 cm. 48 pages. Numerous illustrations in colour by the author. 
Index. 

This little book gives the national markings, airline badges and registration code 

letters of civil airlines throughout the world. It will be found useful by those interested 

in civil aviation and also by aircraft spotters. (387-7) 


LINGUISTICS 
A BOOK OF ENGLISH IDIOMS with Explanations. V. H. Collins. 
Longmans, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 272 pages. Index. 

Over a thousand idioms, alphabetically arranged, are given with short paraphrases, 
discussions of their usage and, in some instances, their origin. They are what are 
commonly called ‘sayings’, e.g. “keep the pot boiling’, ‘run to earth’, ‘take to task’, 

rather than similes or prov retbs or verbs compounded with prepositions, as ‘hang on’, 
‘hang by’, ‘hang over’. The index and interesting preface explaining the principles 
guiding the editor’s selection contribute to the usefulness of this book to British 
and overseas writers and readers. (423-1) 


PURE SCIENCE 

EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN and Its Statistical Basis. D. J. Finney. 

Cambridge University Press, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 182 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 

Bibliography. Index. (Scientist's Library) 
Written for biological students and research workers, this book can be strongly 
recommended. It presents the basic principles of the application of statistical science 
to experimental design, more especially in the biological sciences. The author, who 
is Reader in Statistics in Aberdeen University, is a well-known authority in his field, 
to which he has made a number of important contributions. The treatment is lucid, 
and the explanation of various statistical methods very well done. The examples are 
largely taken from genetics, and as the special genetic terms are not defined, the book 
is rather more difficult for the non-biological reader than for the biologist. Chapter 
headings are: Statistical Science; Counts; Measurements; Rendornized Blocks 
and Latin Squares; Incomplete Block Designs; Factorial Experiments; Sequential 
Experiments; Biological Assay; The Selection of a Design. (507-2) 


A BRIEF REVIEW OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN 
WESTERN GERMANY. H.M. Stationery Office for the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, 4s. 1955. 24°5 cm. I12 pages. 2 tables. Index. 
Paper covers. 

This review has been compiled by Mr. K. H. Lauder, Scientific Attaché in the British 

Embassy in the German Federal Republic, and it assesses the revival of science and 

technology in post-war Western Germany. The emphasis is on the work of organisa- 

tions and institutions rather than individual scientists. Appendices list reports on 

German research available from the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 

in London, scientific organisations and institutes, and the distributions of funds by 

the Deutsche Forschungsgememschaft. (509-43) 

Mathematics 

THE NUMBER-SYSTEM. H. A. Thurston. Blackie, 15s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
142 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Thurston’s theme is the extension of the number-concept from the in 

through the rationals and the irrationals to the complex numbers. The field of 
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integers is based on Peano’s axioms, the rationals are then ordered pairs of integers, 
the irrationals are defined by Cauchy sequences of rationals, and the complex 
numbers as ordered real pairs. The book is divided into two parts, the strictly formal 
and abstract account forming the second part, while the first is an informal and 
explanatory description of the need for successive extensions of the number field 
and of the technical considerations which entail the precise formulation of definitions 
and axioms. An intelligent non-mathematician could read most of the first part with 
profit; the serious student will find his study of the severe logic of the second part 
made easier by reference back to the first part. (511-2) 


Astronomy 


THE MOON. A Complete Description of the Surface of the Moon, con- 
taining the 300-inch Wilkins Lunar Map. H. Percy Wilkins and Patrick Moore. 
Faber, 638. 1955. 26 cm. 388 pages. 25 photographs. Numerous drawings and 
charts. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The authors, who are Director and Secretary, respectively, of the Lunar Section 

of the British Astronomical Association, are among the foremost solenographers, 

and their book will undoubtedly remain the standard work on the moon for many 
years to come. The introduction, containing an historical account of lunar 
observation and a discussion of the principle problems associated with the moon, is 
followed by a detailed description of every visible subject feature, based on Dr. 

Wilkins’ 300-inch map of the moon’s surface. The map, which is incredibly detailed, 

is divided into twenty-five sections for ease of reference, each chapter giving a 

detailed description of the features shown on the map section preceding it. The book 

also contains lunar photographs hitherto unpublished in Britain. Appendices include 
one devoted to the techniques of lunar photography and one containing short 

biographies of lunar astronomers. (523-3) 


Physics 
ERRORS OF OBSERVATION AND THEIR TREATMENT. 
J. Topping. Institute of Physics, ss. 1955. 18-5 cm. 120 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. (Institute of Physics, Monographs for Students). 
A book written for students taking National Certificate courses in Applied Physics, 
but also valuable to students specialising in Physics. The book is divided into three 
chapters: the first briefly discusses the nature of these errors and the manner in 
which the error in the magnitude of a complicated function may be evaluated from 
the errors in magnitude of the components; the second outlines the main methods 
of handling a family of observations so as to determine the various statistical means 
and deviation indices; the last, called “Theory of Errors’, is concerned principally 
with the Gauffian law of error and its application. Six test exercises are inserted in the 


text. (530-72) 


THE THEORY OF HYDRODYNAMIC STABILITY. C. C. Lin. 
Cambridge University Press, 22s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 168 pages. Diagrams. Table. 
Bibliography. Index. (Cambridge Monographs on Mechanics and Applied Mathematics) 

A tribute to the memory of von Karman, which will have particular interest for 

those concerned with the flow of fluids, presenting a survey of the development of 

our knowledge of the stability of steady fluid motion, both mathematical and physical. 

The treatment is very lucid throughout. Besides general theory, there is a detailed 
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treatment of parallel flow, the flow between two cylinders which have relative 
rotation, the boundary layer problem, and certain problems of atmospheric motion. 
A valuable feature is an extensive bibliography of the subject. (532°5) 


A TEXTBOOK OF SOUND. Being an account of the physics of 
vibrations with special reference to recent theoretical and technical developments. 
A. B. Wood. 3rd edition, revised. Bell, 42s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 626 pages. 
159 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The third edition brings this standard textbook on the main principles of sound 

completely up to date. It is very lucidly written, and makes restricted use of relatively 

simple mathematics. In this edition, much new material, notably on ultrasonics, 
hearing, noise and technical applications, has been added and a large number of 
references provided. The book should be of great value to students preparing for 

University degrees and to those interested in the applied aspects of the subjects. 


(534) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO INTERFEROMETRY. S. Tolansky. 
Longmans, 21s. 1955. 22°5§ cm. 232 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Teachers of physics will welcome the appearance of this new book by an acknowledged 

authority on the subject. The text is based on a course of lectures given by the author, 

who is Professor of Physics at the Royal Holloway College, London University, to 
undergraduates reading physics to degree standard. The work will have a much 
wider appeal, however, for the content and treatment are equally appropriate to 
students following the Higher National Certificate course in Applied Physics or, 
indeed, to anyone wishing to learn more of this branch of optics which has so many 
important applications to a variety of fields in physics. The value of the book is 
enhanced by a set of 126 text figures. (535) 


UNITED KINGDOM ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY. 
First Annual Report for the Period 19th July 1954-31st March 1955. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1955. 24 cm. 44 pages. Tables. Paper covers. 

A brief, but comprehensive account of the origin, organisation and work of the 

Atomic Energy Authority is given in this report, which describes the publishable 

work very clearly and concisely in a manner comprehensible by the intelligent 

layman without undue over-simplification of the facts. It deals with the fissile 
materials and heavy water, the construction and development of reactors, the nuclear 
power programme, the isotope programme, the weapon programme, and application 
research. There is also a chapter on health, including disposal and safety, and, finally 

a chapter on international aspects. Staff policy and the general conditions of employ- 

ment are stated. The report can be warmly recommended for those who want to 

gain, quickly and easily, some idea about the present state of this work. (539) 


NUCLEAR MAGNETIC RESONANCE. E. R. Andrew. Cambridge 
University Press, 35s. 1955. 22 cm. 278 pages. 60 diagrams. Tables. Glossary of 
symbols. Bibliography. Index. (Cambridge Monographs on Physics) 

The author, Professor of Physics in the University of Wales, has made original 

contributions in the application of nuclear magnetic resonance methods to the 

investigation of the physical structure of organic solids. In this book he succeeds in 
giving a lucid and comprehensive review of most aspects of nuclear magnetic 
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resonance work investigated up to 1954. A sound treatment of basic theory and 
experimental methods is followed by an account of the application of the technique 
to the measurement of nuclear magnetic moments and quadrupole moments. 
Attention is also given to some general physical applications, e.g. stabilisation of 
electromagnetics. The last four chapters are devoted to an account of studies in solid 
liquids and gases and quadrupole effects. The appendix includes some very useful 
tlie of solids investigated up to 1954, with references. (539°74) 


Geology Meteorology 


RESULTS OF THE MAGNETIC AND METEOROLOGICAL 
OBSERVATIONS made at the Abinger Magnetic Station, Surrey, and the 
Royal Observatory, Greenwich, respectively in the years 1944 and 1946, under 
the direction of Sir Harold Spencer Jones. 2 separate volumes. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 32s.6d. and 35s. boards. 1955. 30-5 cm. 106: 116 pages. 29 tables in each 
vol. 


SUNSPOT AND GEOMAGNETIC-STORM DATA derived from 
Greenwich Observations 1874-1954. Compiled under the direction of Sir Harold 
Spencer Jones. H.M. Stationery Office, 25s. boards. 1955. 30°5 cm. 114 pages. 
2 graphs. Tables. 

Sun-spot data for eighty years have been extracted from the annual volumes prepared 

at Greenwich. The contents are arranged under: areas of sunspots and faculae; 

sunspot latitudes; catalogue of the larger sunspots; catalogues of geomagnetic 
storms. The magnetic and meteorological observations made at the Abinger Magnetic 

Station, Surrey and at Greenwich in 1944 and 1946 are fully tabulated. These tables 

of data will prove indispensable to workers in the fields of solar-terrestrial relations, 

geomagnetism and meteorology. (551-16) 


HUMIDITY. H. L. Penman. Institute of Physics, $8. 1955. 18-5 cm. 72 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Institute of Physics, Mono- 
graphs for Students) 

The author, well known for his work at Rothamsted Experimental Station, says 

‘If 1 were appointing a technical assistant to help in problems of atmospheric and 

soil humidity, with which I have a professional concern, I should be very pleased 

if he came to me with a good grasp of some parts of this monograph and a general 
understanding of all of it.’ In the first two chapters he gives the general facts of 
atmospheric humidity and discusses the vapour-liquid equilibrium at a plane or 
curved interface. In the next five he deals successively with the theory and capabilities 
of various methods of measuring humidity. The last chapter discusses industrial 
air-conditioning. (551-57) 


GEOLOGY AND OURSELVES. F. H. Edmunds. Hutchinson, 21s. 
1955. 24 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. Tables. Index. 

A popular account of the importance and applications of geology today, with 

reference to British examples, this book provides a very readable introduction to the 

subject for the layman. It includes information on minerals, water-supply, building 

materials and agriculture, and a useful chapter on geological maps. (553) 
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Anthropology 

PEOPLES OF THE NIGER-BENUE CONFLUENCE. Edited by 
Daryll Forde. International African Institute, 16s. 1955. 160 pages. 17 cm. 3 maps. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa: Western Africa, 
Part X) 

This volume contains four separate studies: on the Nupe by Professor Daryll Forde; 

The Igbira, by Paula Brown, and on the Igala and Idoma-speaking peoples, both by 

R. G. Armstrong. Each study has its own separate bibliography. (572.9669) 


ISLANDS OF MEN. A six-part book about the life in Melanesia. 
Colin Simpson. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), A25s.; 21s. 
1955. 24°5 cm. 254 pages. 35 plates (9 in colour). 4 maps. 

Colin Simpson, author of several books on Australian and Papuan civilisations, has 

found a wealth of factual material in the lives of the natives of Melanesia. He provides 

an interesting study of the customs and rites, new and old, performed in the more 
remote parts of the South Pacific. There is drama and vivid characterisation in the 
author’s account of the native peoplés, and the impact of the penetration of the white 
man on the local cultures and way of life appears as an undercurrent to his observations. 
Written in an easy journalistic style and well illustrated, the book is intended for the 
general reader. (572.993) 


DUST FOR THE DANCERS. Beth Dean and Victor Carell. 
Ure Smith (Sydney, Australia): Angus & Robertson (London), A2ss.; 218. 1955. 
24°5 cm. 224 pages. 38 illustrations (8 in colour). Glossary. 

Beth Dean and her husband Victor Carell, inspired by the anthropologist, C. P. 

Mountford, came from the United States to study native dancing in central and 

northern Australia, but became very interested in most other areas of aboriginal 

culture as well. This warmly sympathetic account of the aborigines shows keen 
observation and artistic insight. A highlight of the book is the account of two months 
spent watching the entire initiation ceremony of a youth at Yuendumie in the 

Northern Territory. Much of the material collected was used by Beth Dean in the 

ballet Corroboree presented before the Queen in Sydney. The book is well-produced 

and has some very fine colour photographs. (572-994) 


I LOOKED FOR ADAM. The Story of Man’s Search for his 
Ancestors. Herbert Wendt. Translated from the German by James Cleugh. 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. $72 pages. Numerous photographs 
and drawings. Index. 

Herbert Wendt tells the story, with many anecdotes, not only of those who sought 

for clues to the origin of man, but of what they found and what it means, from the 

earliest investigators to the present day. Writing with full scientific authority but 
entirely without jargon, he has given us a book both fascinating to the general reader 

and valuable to the student, who will probably nowhere else find so complete a 

collection of scattered continental material. The illustrations are apt. (57373) 


Biology Zoology 
THE EDGE OF THE SEA. Rachel Carson. Staples Press, 18s. 1955. 
22 cm. 288 pages. Numerous illustrations by Robert W. Hines. Index. 


Miss Carson has already acquired a wide circle of readers with her previous books, 
The Sea around Us and Under the Sea-Wind. Her speciality is a wide and accurate 
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knowledge of the sea and its inhabitants combined with a well-expressed feeling 
for the beauties of form and colour in marine organisms. In this book the standard 
is well maintained and the general reader as well as the scientist will enjoy her 
descriptions and interpretations of seashore life from the rocky coasts of Maine past 
the sands of the Carolinas down to the coral reefs of the Florida Keys. Drawings and 
text are well linked together. (574°5) 


THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL HISTORY SPECIMENS. 
Vol. I. Invertebrates. Edited and compiled by Reginald Wagstaffe and J. Havelock 
Fidler. Witherby, 42s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 220 pages. 139 drawings by Elizabeth M. Begg. 
Index. 

Nowadays there is a prevalent feeling among zoologists that the classical method of 

studying evolution by comparative anatomy is outmoded. This is very far from the 

truth because modern systematics, though taking into account evidences of evolution- 
ary relationships from the fields of physiology, ethology, genetics, cytology, etc., 
still relies basically on the museum specimen. It is especially fortunate, therefore, that 
the present authors have set themselves the task of summarising up-to-date methods 
of preparing and preserving specimens for study. This volume, devoted to inverte- 
brates, necessarily embraces techniques for dealing with delicate material to be studied 
microscopically, so that it will constitute a valuable work of reference both for 
museums and zoological laboratories. (579) 


WILD LIFE OF AUSTRALIA, AND NEW GUINEA. Charles 
Barrett. Heinemann, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 242 pages. Numerous photographs and 
drawings (1 in colour). Index. 

The remarkable fauna of Australasia has attracted the attention and interest of 

zoologists for many years. Books for the general reader have not hitherto reached a 

high standard, but Mr. Barrett’s account can be confidently recommended to those 

who wish to know in plain terms how and why the Australian fauna is peculiar. 

Naturally a disproportionate space is devoted to the monotremes and marsupials 

(the curious error perpetrated in so many books that Australian mammals are all 

marsupials is firmly contradicted) and most of the book deals with mammals and 

birds. The photographs, many of which are very striking, and the drawings add 

greatly to the descriptions in the text. (591-994) 


THE COMPARATIVE ENDOCRINOLOGY OF VERTEBRATES. 
Patt I THE COMPARATIVE PHYSIOLOGY OF REPRO- 
DUCTION AND THE EFFECTS OF SEX HORMONES IN 
VERTEBRATES. Proceedings of a conference held at the Department 
of Zoology, University of Liverpool, from 12 to 16 July 1954. Edited on behalf 
of the Society for Endocrinology by I. Chester Jones and P. Eckstein. Cambridge 
University Press, 50s. 1955. 25 cm. 264 pages. 10 plates (1 in colour). Numerous 
drawings and diagrams in text. Tables. Bibliography. (Memoirs of the Society 
for Endocrinology, No. 4) 

This volume contains papers that were read at this conference under the Chairmanship 

of Professor Zuckerman. Accounts of the discussions following each paper are also 

included. In general the papers describe recent experimental work upon the control 
of reproductive processes, especially by the mediation of hormones, in all groups of 
vertebrates from fish to mammals. Some of the papers, such as that by Dr. Harrison 

Matthews on The Evolution of Viviparity in Vertebrates and that by Dr. Witschi 
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on Vertebrate Gonadotrophins, are more widely based. Professor Pumphrey’s 
welcoming address and the Chairman’s summing-up are also included. (596) 


WOODLAND BIRDS. Phyllis Barclay-Smith. Penguin Books, ss. boards. 
1955. 19 cm. 32 pages, 16 plates in colour by Peter Shepheard. (King Penguin 
Books) 

To make a selection of sixteen species from our many woodland birds is not easy 

and many readers will deplore the omission of their favourites. Nevertheless, Miss 

Barclay-Smith has spaced her choice well over the various families. The plates are 

on the whole striking and pleasing with well-rendered colours, though in a few the 

attitudes and surroundings are slightly stiff. The text, apart from the departure of 
giving French, German and Dutch names, gives the usual information about plumage, 
range and nesting habits within the British Isles, and a short introduction assesses the 

general characteristics of woodland which appeal to birds. (598.2942) 


BIRDS OF EASTERN AND NORTH EASTERN AFRICA. 
Vol. 2. C. W. Mackworth-Praed and C. H. B. Grant. Longmans, 45s. 1955. 
22°§ cm. 1,162 pages. Numerous illustrations (43 in colour). Maps. Tables. Indexes. 
(African Handbook of Birds, Series 1) 

With the appearance of this book the authors have succeeded in compressing details 

of the whole of the East African birds into two handy volumes. This is no mean feat, 

especially when all geographical races are given separate treatment. This second 
volume, which covers all the passerines, is rather more bulky than its predecessor, but 
this could hardly be avoided with such a wealth of species. Keys to identification of 
the families are given and the specific sections concentrate on description and 
distribution, though there are also notes on calls and breeding habits. (598-2967) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 


GOOD HOUSEKEEPING’S PICTORIAL HOME DOCTOR. 
Your Guide to Good Health. Editorial Consultant: Doctor T. Traherne. Victoria 
Publications, 15s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 200 pages (including advertisements). Numerous 
illustrations (including 16 plates in colour). Tables. Index. 

This colourful guide will interest every woman responsible for the well-being of a 

household. It emphasises healthy living, sets forth the fundamentals of good health 

and discusses the practical ways to promote it, by diet, cleanliness, posture, exercise and 
rest. There is an ABC of children’s complaints and another of adult illnesses, in 
which main:symptoms and essential treatment are described, and advice is given as 
to when to call the doctor. There are chapters on household remedies sail on the 
prevention and treatment of accidents. This is a readable, attractively illustrated 
encyclopaedia which, besides showing the practical steps to take in facing emergencies, 
seeks to inculcate the most helpful attitude to them. (610) 


MATERIA MEDICA FOR NURSES. A Textbook of Drugs and 
Therapeutics. W. Gordon Sears. 3rd edition. Edward Arnold, 9s. 1955. 19 cm. 
284 pages. 2 illustrations. Tables. Index. 

An Examiner to the General Nursing Council for England and Wales, Dr. Sears 

intends this as a reference book for the nurse and as a textbook through which a tutor 

should guide the student nurse. He has tried to make this revised edition as 
comprehensive as possible within the limits imposed by the size and price of the work, 
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including in it more of the well-known proprictary drugs and a rewritten chapter on 
antibiotics. Dr. Sears explains the physiological basis of drug action, describes general 
nursing management, side effects and the measures to be taken to counteract 
poisoning. (615) 


TEXTBOOK OF ORTHOPAEDIC MEDICINE. Vol. _ IL 
Treatment by Manipulation and Massage. James Cyriax. sth edition. Cassell, 21s. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 390 pages. 137 illustrations. Index. 

Superseding Deep Massage and Manipulation Illustrated, this attractive textbook for the 

qualifying examinations of the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy represents methods 

used in the Department of Physical Medicine, St. Thomas’s Hospital, London, whose 
teaching has been carried overseas by visiting doctors and physiotherapists. In this 
edition, the basic principles of manipulation and massage are carefully considered, 
as are indications for and against treatment. Summaries of procedures give details 
of the patient’s posture, the technique of choice—the simplest and that which lends 
itself to the most exact description and illustration—normal duration of treatment, 
and results likely to be achieved by the competent physiotherapist. (615-82) 


SPIRITUAL HEALING. An Objective Study of a Perennial Grace. 
D. Caradog Jones. Longmans, 10s.6d. 195. 19 cm. 160 pages. 


In this volume, which is rightly described as ‘an objective study’, the author, a social 
scientist of wide experience, assembles data relating to people who believe that they 
have been healed of some mental or physical disability in response to intercessory 
prayer. The material is examined with due impartiality and both the theological and 
medical difficulties are fully appreciated. It would appear that the results point to the 
efficacy of intercessory prayer which does not seem to be limited to mental or nervous 
diseases. Canon Raven provides a foreword and Dr. Burnett Rae offers ‘a doctor's 
comment’. (615-85) 


TECHNIQUES IN BLOOD GROUPING. Ivor Dunsford and C. 
Christopher Bowley. Preface by R. R. Race. Oliver & Boyd, 21s. boards. 1955. 
23 cm. 264 pages. 26 illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Glossary. Bibliography. 
Spiral bound. 

In his preface, Dr. Race emphasises the international reputation of the Sheffield 

Blood Transfusion Centre, whose Senior Scientific Officer and Director respectively 

have here set down, at the request of British and foreign pathologists and technicians, 

the tests in everyday use there. The authors explain the principles upon which their 
methods are based. For the first time, they publish details of eighty techniques exactly 
as they are performed, adding a glossary of 500 technical terms, phrases and symbols 
used by blood group workers. This documented laboratory manual should prove 
most useful for all engaged in this field from directors of centres to junior technicians, 
including veterinary workers. (616-151) 


DIABETES. G. F. Walker. Duckworth, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 96 pages. 
2 illustrations. 6 charts. Table. (Modern Health Series) 

In diabetes mellitus, co-operation with the doctor enables the patient to lead a useful 

life, and so this easily read smal] volume—for diabetics themselves, their relatives, 

especially the parents of diabetic children—which aims at facilitating co-operation, 

can be “adel with much profit. Dr. Walker describes the disease, its treatment, 

complications, effects on pregnancy and on the infants of diabetic mothers and the 
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possibility of its inheritance. There are chapters, too, on dealing with diabetic 
children, and on the choice of suitable means of employment and recreation. The 
book concludes with appendices on the British and American Diabetic Associations 
and the International Diabetic Federation, tables and details of tests. (616-46) 


THE DIAGNOSIS AND MANAGEMENT OF UROLOGICAL 
CASES. A Handbook for Students, Residents and General Practitioners. 
Bruce W. T. Pender and James O. Robinson. Bailliére, 21s. 1955. 21 cm. 180 pages. 
2 plates. 48 illustrations in text. Index. 


This practical handbook by two Senior Surgical Registrars is particularly suited to 
the needs of hospital residents and postgraduate students. Each chapter opens with 
brief notes on anatomy and physiology, and proceeds to descriptions of the commoner 
urological conditions with a summary of the symptoms and signs of each condition, 
methods of investigation, general principles of the operative techniques involved, 
the instruments employed, and pre- and post-operative management. The text is 
aptly illustrated and useful tables are given in an appendix. Mr. Gordon Walker 
contributes a final chapter on tuberculosis of the genito-urinary tract. (616°6) 


DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. Sir Russell Brain. sth 
edition. Oxford University Press, $58. 1955. 22°5 cm. 1,014 pages. 92 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. (Oxford Medical Publications) 

This standard, admirably documented, reference and textbook, widely used for 

undergraduate and postgraduate studies, maintains in the latest edition a feature 

which distinguished it twenty years ago. The author still takes great pains to provide 

a thorough basis of anatomy and physiology before proceeding to complex aspects 

of pathology and diagnosis. In the first part of the book, he elucidates disorders of 

function in the light of anatomy and physiology, and later prefaces the clinical 
studies with introductory sections on these basic subjects. Recent advances are now 
incorporated, such as those in toxoplasmosis, coxsackie viruses, inclusion body 
encephalitis, acute haemorrhagic leuco-encephalitis, polymyositis, and the treatment 
of poliomyelitis and of meningitis. A section on consciousness and unconsciousness 


has been added. (616-8) 


THE HABIT OF TOBACCO SMOKING. W. Koskowski. Staples 
Press, 258. 195$. 22°5 cm. 292 pages. 6 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
This is not only a most readable account for the layman but also a useful, documented 
survey of present knowledge for those concerned with the effects of nicotine and 
tobacco smoking on the human organism. The first part of the book, approximately 
one-third, gives an historical review of the discovery of tobacco, the forms in which 
it has been used throughout the ages, the legends about its origin, how knowledge 
of its uses spread from the New World to Europe, Asia and Australia. The second 
part proceeds from a consideration of the chemical composition and pharmacological 
action of tobacco to studies of its effects on each system, and on the relationship 
between tobacco smoking and malignant tumours. References are given to world 
literature. (616-86) 


DENTAL MECHANICS FOR STUDENTS. John Osborne. 4th 


edition. Staples Press, 40s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 446 pages. 293 illustrations. Diagram. 
Index. 


This textbook by the Professor of Dental Prosthetics, Birmingham University, 
deals exhaustively with each stage in designing and constructing full and partial 


179 











dentures, crowns, bridges and partial restorations and, briefly, with appliances for the 
treatment of cleft palate. Again, it fully describes the properties of the materials, 
the techniques employed in preparing models, and the capabilities of the instruments 
and devices used in construction. For this revised edition, the two chapters on partial 
dentures have been completely rewritten, a chapter added on chrome cobalt cast den- 
ture bases, and some new illustrations introduced. (617-6) 


EAR, NOSE AND THROAT NURSING. F. Boyes Korkis. 
Churchill, 12s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 176 pages. 85 illustrations. Index. 
Two-thirds of this pleasantly illustrated textbook for student nurses is concerned 
with basic principles, the anatomy and physiology of ear, nose and throat and the 
aetiology, symptoms and treatment of the commoner diseases. In the final third, 
which will interest the trained nurse also, Mr. Korkis describes her duties in out- 
patient department, ward and operating theatre, also pre- and post-operative nursing 
care, methods of examination and operating techniques, the basic instruments 
required and how they are set out for the surgeon. (617-8) 


THE MIDWIFE’S TEXT-BOOK OF THE PRINCIPLES AND 
PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY. R. W. Johnstone. 7th edition, revised 
in collaboration with W. I. C. Morris. Black, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 404 pages. 219 
illustrations (some in colour). Index. 

This comprehensive text- and reference book provides a useful theoretical background 

and also gives the fullest attention to ante- and post-natal care and to current practice 

in normal and abnormal pregancy. The authors stress the importance, among the 
new material, of that on demand feeding, care of the premature baby and on dried 
milk in infant feeding. On the obstetric side, advice is now introduced on the 
management of renal complications and of accidental concealed haemorrhage, and 
on diet in labour. The textbook is a mine of information, including an account of 
legislation and the place of the midwife within the National Health Service. (618) 


MAYES’ HANDBOOK FOR MIDWIVES AND MATERNITY 
NURSES. Revised by F. D. Thomas. sth edition. Ballidre, 20s. 1955. 
20-5 cm. 470 pages. 200 illustrations. Glossary. Index. 

The editor, herself a midwife holding the Midwife Teacher’s Diploma, has wisely 

maintained the original arrangement of the text, normal pregnancy, labour and the 

puerperium mia the abnormal, followed by chapters on related subjects, 
venereal diseases, malignant growths, drugs and analgesia. Chapters on physiotherapy, 
government services, vital statistics and a short history complete the volume. Mrs. 

Thomas introduces recent advances into the revised text, including the use of trilene 

by midwives, and takes cognisance of the 1955 rules of the Central Midwives Board. 

(618) 


CHILDBIRTH. W. C. W. Nixon. Duckworth, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
106 pages. 10 photographs. 6 diagrams. Glossary. (Modern Health Series) 
Professor Nixon’s contribution to this series can be recommended, as it is dedicated, 
‘to all expectant mothers’. It is lucidly written in a delightful style which cannot fail 
to inspire confidence, gives fundamental physiological Sane and very practical advice 
regarding personal hygiene, diet, relaxation and exercise for childbirth, family 
planning and much besides that vitally concerns every mother. (618) 
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ANALGESIA FOR MIDWIVES. Hilda Roberts. Livingstone, 1os.6d. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 76 pages. 5 colour plates. 25 illustrations in text. Index. 

In this usefully illustrated textbook, the matter is set out in headed paragraphs, 
concise and lucid. Bearing in mind the midwife’s responsibility in the choice of drug 
used in obstetric analgesia, Dr. Roberts, an anaesthetist in the Institute of Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology, London University, carefully describes these drugs, their effects and 
the techniques involved, and also the preparation of more complicated apparatus. 
She draws upon her own experience of the professional side and of the human as 

of the midwife’s duties. (sr8) 


SEXUAL PRECOCITY. Hugh Jolly. Blackwell (Oxford), sos. 1955. 225 
cm. 290 pages. Numerous photographs. 2 illustrations in text. 5 tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Indexes. (American Lecture Series, No. 200: The Bannerstone Division of 
American Lectures in Endocrinology) 

Dr. Jolly bases his important monograph on sixty-nine cases which he himself traced 

from London hospital records and, with three exceptions, personally examined. 

From these he is able to give a fuller clinical and endocrinological study than is 

available elsewhere, one which includes also an estimate of the frequency of the four 

aetiological groups. Dr. Jolly defines sexual precocity, describes development, 
classifies cases and discusses causation, prognosis and treatment of each type. Then 
follow the sixty-nine case reports in the same classified order, many of them 
illustrated. The monograph is of exceptional interest to paediatricians and endo- 
crinologists, who will also appreciate the 230 references to world literature. (618-9) 


MODERN METHODS OF FEEDING IN INFANCY AND 
CHILDHOOD. Donald Paterson and George H. Newns. roth edition. 
Constable, 15s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 188 pages. 16 photographs. 2 illustrations in text. 
13 tables. Index. 

Dr. Newns, Physician to the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, 

London, is largely responsible for the thoroughly revised tenth edition of this 

standard work. Its low price will enable mothers to profit by it, as well as those 

professionally concerned with child health. Very comprehensive, it deals in the 
greatest detail with the first year of life, and includes also diets for children, sick and 
healthy, of all ages, including the school years. Current knowledge is incorporated 
throughout—for example, on artificial feeding and early mixed feeding, vitamins 
and the composition of proprietary foods. There is considerable expansion of most 
chapters. (618-9) 


THE BOKE OF CHYLDREN. Thomas Phaire. [Edited by A. V. 
Neale and H. R. E. Wallis.] Livingstone, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 76 pages. Frontispiece. 
Glossary. 

This new edition of the first book on paediatrics written by an Englishman has been 

produced by the editors as a tribute both to the author and to Britain’s greatest 

historian of paediatrics, Sir George Frederic Still. Thomas Phaire, lawyer, member 
of parliament and doctor, issued his Boke of Chyldren in 1545 as a supplement to his 
translation of Regimen Sanitatis Salerni. A keen observer, he describes many common 
children’s diseases and their treatment. The editors have added a glossary to explain 
words not now in common use. (618-9) 
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Engineering: Mechanics and Materials 


STRENGTH OF MATERIALS. Bevis Brunel Low. 2nd _ edition. 
Longmans, 18s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 328 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
Professor Low has considerably improved this second edition of his book by the 
addition of chapters on the Testing of Materials and the Mechanical Properties of 
Materials. The inclusion of a section on wire and foil strain gauges is particularly 
welcome, since these are not normally mentioned in a textbook. The rest of the text 
is identical with the first edition, retaining an excellent arrangement by which 
the simpler theory, which can be applied immediately, is presented first, while the 
difficult subject of principal stresses is considered later, when the reader has gained 
confidence in the subject. (620-11) 


—— Electrical 


POWER SYSTEM PLANT. Edited by E. O. Taylor. Newnes, 30s. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 320 pages. 178 photographs, drawings and diagrams. Tables. 
Index. 

The practice of publishing recent authoritative lectures in book form is to be 

commended. This book, which is based on a series of lectures given at Heriot-Watt 

College, Edinburgh, will be of considerable value to practising engineers. The 

contributors are well known in their fields; the text is clear, concise, up-to-date and 

of a uniformly high standard. The illustrations and diagrams are clear and helpful, 

and the whole is an excellent guide to modern practice. (621-3) 


HI-FI FOR PLEASURE. A Guide to Equipment. Burnett James. 
Phoenix House, 9s.6d. 1955. 185 cm. 134 pages. 24 photographs and diagrams. 
In the last decade, great strides have been made in the science of electrical recording, 
and this, combined with the meteoric rise of the long-playing disc, has intensified 
the problems of ‘high-fidelity’ reproduction which can do justice to the full frequency 
range. Many of the instruments now available are so sensitive and delicate that 
successful reproduction has to be based on compromise. Mr. James has written this 
very clear and useful little book to explain the problems involved, and offers objective 
advice on the choice and matching of the great variety of amplifiers, pick-ups and 
loud-speakers now on the market. He also summarises the present value of tape- 
recordings. (621-3843) 


—— Shipbuilding 

SHIPBUILDING IN MINIATURE. Donald McNarry. Percival 
Marshall, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 160 pages. Numerous photographs and drawings 
by the author. Index. 

Mr. McNarry is perhaps the leading British expert in small scale ship modelling, his 

range of interest extending from the Elizabethan ship, through the yachts of Charles Il, 

and the merchant sailing vessel, to modern liners. His book is practical, treating of 

materials, tools and methods, but his exposition is never dull. To modellers he 

reveals his secrets, and they will envy the skill of his own work as illustrated in this 

book. (623-82) 
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—— Hydraulic 
FLOOD ESTIMATION AND CONTROL. B. D. Richards. 3rd 
edition, revised. Chapman & Hall, 35s. 1955. 23 cm. 200 pages. Plate. Diagrams. 
Tables. Index. 
The civil engineer often has to wage war against floods with incomplete information, 
and must make the best use of the records available. The author propounded his 
theory in a paper to the Institution of Civil Engineers about twenty years ago and 
has developed it into this book, which has already established itself. Further informa- 
tion has been incorporated into the new edition, includiag a brief consideration of 
the tragic Lynmouth flood. The treatment of the unit hydrograph has been expanded. 
Whether he is interested in drainage or water supply, this is a book that the civil 
engineer should study. (627-4) 


Aeronautics 


THE AIRCRAFT OF THE WORLD. William Green and Gerald 
Pollinger. 2nd edition, revised and enlarged. Macdonald, 35s. 1955. 29°5 cm. 212 
pages. Numerous photographs and diagrams. Index. 

Since the first edition of this book was published in 1953, giving particulars of all 

types of the world’s aircraft then flying, events in the world of aviation have moved 

so fast that a new edition has become necessary. It is brought up to date to include 
details, with pictures, and in many cases diagrams, of aircraft in active use towards 
the end of 1955. Of special interest are the latest American fighters, and of special 
significance, when considering future developments in design, are the descriptions 
of no less than seventy-four types of helicopters. This makes a most useful reference 
book for those interested in aeronautical questions. (629-133) 


JANE’S ALL THE WORLD’S AIRCRAFT, 1955-56. Compiled 
and edited by Leonard Bridgman. ‘Jane’s All the World’s Aircraft’ Publishing Co., 
84S. 1955. 32°5 cm. 448 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 

The main section of this latest edition is arranged alphabetically by countries, giving 

details of types of aircraft, manufacturers, constructional information, performance, 

etc., with many photographs and diagrams. Other sections are concerned with the 

Markings of the Air Forces of the World; Civil Aviation (with details of international 

organisations); Civil Airline Operators; Aero-Engines (gas-turbines and piston- 

engines); and Airships. There is also a section of indexes of aircraft and manufacturers, 
of rotary wing aircraft, and of engines and manufacturers. Excellently produced, the 
volume is invaluable as a source of all kinds of detailed information about the aircraft 

industry. (629-133) 


Agriculture 

FARMER & STOCK-BREEDER YEAR BOOK AND DESK 
DIARY, 1956. Incorporating the Farmer & Stock-Breeder Year Book, now 
in its 80th year of publication. Farmer & Stock-Breeder Publications, 12s.6d. 1955. 
29°5 cm. 394 pages. Numerous photographs. Indexes. Spiral bound. 

This popular annual is now presented in a completely new form. It has been enlarged 

to include ample diary space and pages for farm records and accounts, but at the 

same time there has been a reduction in the number of special articles on topics of 

current importance, this section now being confined to a review of the year’s 

developments in agricultural machinery. The attractive feature “The Pedigree Year 
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in Pictures’ is as good as ever, and the general reference section remains fully 
comprehensive. From the working farmer's point of view these alterations are a 
definite improvement. (630-58) 


TRACTORS ON THE FARM: Their Choice, Use and Maintenance. 
H. J. Hine. sth edition. Farmer & Stock-Breeder Publications, 15s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
248 pages. 73 photographs. 79 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

There have been many changes in tractor design and usage since Mr. Hine’s book 

first appeared in 1942, and especially since the fourth edition was published in 1950. 

In view of this the text has been completely rewritten; new types of tractors and 

their uses are described fully—special attention being given to the universally 

important Diesel engine—and further descriptions of engineering principles have 
been added. As one of a team of experts stationed at the National Institute of 

Agricultural Engineering, Silsoe, Bedfordshire, Mr. Hine is fully conversant with 

all the latest developments in this field, and his book remains one of the best practical 

guides on power farming so far published. (63137) 


Horticulture 


CLOCHE CULTIVATION. G. B. Walkden. Collingridge, 9s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 78 pages. Numerous photographs and diagrams. Index. 
Compared with alternative equipment for obtaining carly crops or protecting 
delicate plants, cloches are cheap and for this and other reasons are deservedly popular. 
This book, intended primarily for the amateur gardener, is an excellent guide to this 
comparatively modern form of cultivation. It examines the relative few of 
different types of cloche, and, after discussing the general principles of planning and 
management, gives details of how best to grow under cloches suitable varieties of 
vegetables, flowers and fruits. A chapter on home-grown tobacco deals clearly and 
comprehensively with all the problems of both culture and curing the leaf. —_ (635) 


THE UNHEATED GREENHOUSE. Deenagh Goold-Adams. 
Collingridge, 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 176 pages. 38 photographs. 19 drawings by 
Cynthia Newsome-Taylor. Index. 

One of the secrets of success with the cold greenhouse or conservatory is the ruthless 

exclusion of plants not quite hardy enough always to survive when conditions deviate 

from the normal. There is, however, a wide range of entirely suitable plants, and this 
book lists, with cultural and descriptive details, over 200 genera, including annuals, 
biennials, perennials, flowering shrubs, dwarf conifers, alpines, bulbs and cacti. It 
gives eminently sound, clear and practical advice, always with an eye to economy of 
time and labour, on equipment, watering, ventilation, general maintenance and other 
problems. The illustrations are well chosen and very well reproduced. (635°9) 


THE GLADIOLUS FOR GARDEN AND_- EXHIBITION. 
D. Gourlay Thomas. Collingridge, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 94 pages. 35 photographs 
(1 in colour). Index. 

Amateurs wishing to specialise in gladioli will find this a useful guide. It contains 

an interesting history of the flower, detailed cultural instructions (from the selection 

of varieties, the preparation of the soil and planting to the harvesting and storing of 
corms for the next season), and much practical advice on exhibiting and marketing. 

It also gives an enthusiast’s account oft the achievements and methods of hybridists, 
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both professional and amateur, designed to fire his readers to follow their example 
and raise perhaps even lovelier varieties than those whose striking photographs 
throughout these pages are both a delight and a challenge. (635-93) 


HERBACEOUS BORDERS. Edited by A. G. L. Hellyer. Collingridge, 
7s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 60 pages. Numerous photographs. 4 diagrams. (‘Amateur 
Gardening’ Picture Book, No. 5) 

THE A.B.C. OF THE HERBACEOUS BORDER. W. E. 
Shewell-Cooper. English Universities Press, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 192 pages. 18 
photographs. 27 illustrations in text. Index. 

Both these books give clear and adequate explanations of the best methods of 

establishing and maintaining herbacous borders, covering preparation of the soil, 

selection of suitable plants, alternative patterns of planting and subsequent cultivation 
and renovation. The first contains large and most attractive photographs of over 

100 hardy herbaceous perennials with brief notes on each. Mr. Shewell-Cooper’s 

‘complete list’ has over 150 entries, giving details of soil and position preferred and 

of varieties, with some line drawings of individual plants and photographs of 

successful borders. He includes chapters on the use of flowering shrubs and other 

non-herbaceous subjects, and on pests and diseases. (635-932) 


PINKS: Selection and Cultivation. F. R. McQuown. MacGibbon & Kee, 
10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 176 pages. 15 illustrations (4 in colour). Bibliography. 
Index. 

The President of the British National Carnation Society has written a persuasive 

and extremely helpful book to encourage gardeners to grow pinks, pink-growers 

to become exhibitors and exhibitors to become breeders of still lovelier blooms. 

He describes the ideal conditions for pinks, how to achieve these where not naturally 

present, and the methods of cultivation which he himself has found most successful; 

he offers his selection of the two hundred named varieties in the Pinks’ Register; and he 
deals simply and clearly with propagation by cuttings and seed and with exhibiting 

for amateurs. (635-932) 


Livestock Domestic Animals 


ANIMALS IN SCHOOLS. The UFAW Guide to their Care and 
Management. J. P. Volrath. UFAW, tos. 1955. 19 cm. 142 pages. 46 photographs. 
7 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
A book of this scope, dealing with the inculcation of proper care and respect for 
animals, has long been needed and it is right that the Universities’ Federation for 
Animal Welfare, which has a long history of unsentimental work for kindly relations 
between man and other animals, should sponsor this attempt. The larger UFAW 
Handbook on The Care and Management of Laboratory Animals set a high standard and 
this book extends the good work to a lower age group. Its appearance is timely when 
so much is being done in schools to arouse in children a sense of responsibility in 
regard to animals that they may keep or tend later in life. (636) 


THE QUEEN’S HORSES. Charles Mitchell. Macdonald, 21s. 1955. 
27°5 cm. 112 pages. Numerous photographs. 


Despite its rather fulsome style and some repetition, this is an interesting book for 
horse-lovers, describing as it does the inhabitants of and the daily routine in the 
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royal stables at Buckingham Palace, Windsor, Hampton Court (home of the 
Thoroughbred Stud where Her Majesty’s racehorses are bred) and Balmoral. There 
is a graphic account of the preparations for and the part played in the Coronation 
procession by the royal greys which drew the state carriages, and the photographs 
of the staff, horses and their riders (including the royal children) on ceremonial and 


informal occasions are excellent. (636-1) 


NEW-COLOURED -CANARIES.  Yellow-Ground, White-Ground, 
Orange-Ground and Dilute Colour Varieties. A. K. Gill. Cage Birds, 10s.6d. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 104 pages. 19 illustrations (8 in colour). 7 diagrams and charts in text. 
Glossary. Index. 

Mr. Gill is President of the Canary Colour Breeders’ Association and has been deeply 

interested in the production of new colour varieties and in the maintenance of their 

purity. Since his book on White and White-Ground Canaries he has turned his 
attention to the production of red birds. This book gives a full account, illustrated 
by the excellent paintings of R. A. Vowles, of colour inheritance in general among 
canaries, and especially of these more recent variations. The production of red colour 
is difficult, since it depends upon a number of hereditary factors, but with Mr. Giles’s 
guidance breeders may set out with a fair hope of success. (636-6) 


WELSH CORGIS. E. Forsyth-Forrest. Benn, 8s.6d. boards. 1955. 19 cm. 
128 pages. 20 illustrations. 


The Corgi has in recent years, perhaps partly because of its popularity with the 
Royal Family, become one of the favourite breeds of dogs. The author of this book, 
long familiar with keeping and judging Corgis, is well equipped to write it. She 
begins with the history of the breed and, though she concentrates on the Pembroke- 
shire type, she also mentions its Cardiganshire fellow. She deals fully with its sterling 
characteristics, goes on to management and breeding and ends with a short section 
on showing. (636-71) 


Food: Epicurism Dietetics 
ENGLISH FARE AND FRENCH WINES. André L. Simon. 
Newman Neame, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 84 pages. Wood engravings by Zelma 
Blakely. 
‘The first part of this little book consists of notes upon the more typically English 
foods, the plainest and the best, comprising Fish, Flesh and Fowl, and also Cheese 
and Sauces. After the description of each food, the type of wine likely to prove its 
most suitable partner is indicated.’ The remainder consists of a gazetteer of French 
wines, graded according to quality and giving details of origin. The first part will be 
extremely useful to visitors to Britain, the second will be useful to anyone with any 
sort of taste for wine. M. Simon’s reputation as a connoisseur of food and, particularly, 
wine is too well known for comment. (641-01) 


MANUAL OF NUTRITION. 4th edition. H.M. Stationery Office for 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 2s. 1955. 24°§ cm. 72 pages. 
6 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. 

Prepared by members of the Scientific Adviser’s Division (Food), the fourth edition 

of this Manual differs substantially from its predecessors. It is primarily intended for 

instructors concerned with teaching the principles of nutrition to caterers and to 
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domestic science students, and also for those with some scientific training who are 
interested in promoting correct diet. The first two parts deal with food constituents 
and their action; the third, with digestion, recommended standards and food 
composition; the fourth, with cooking and planning balanced meals. The Ministry 
recommends that each part of the Manual should provide material for three lectures 
and some practical work. A series of thirty questions is given at the end of each 
section. (641-1) 


Typography 
THE CRYSTAL GOBLET. Sixteen Essays on Typography. Beatrice 
Warde. Selected and edited by Henry Jacob. Sylvan Press, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 
224 pages. 10 pages of typographical illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
The essays in this book were first published in periodicals, or delivered as lectures, 
between 1932 and 1953. They range from “Design and Management’ and “Tradition 
and Progress in Printing’ to ‘An Anthology of Verse as a Typographic Problem’, 
‘Artists and Craftsmen’ and “Training in Taste’. All of them are based on thorough 
technical knowledge, and most of them were addressed to typographers and printers, 
but this is not a textbook. Mrs. Warde’s insight and wisdom, the vitality and felicity 
of her style, make it one of those rare books which relate a highly specialised 
technique to life and art in a way which makes invigorating reading for anyone 
conscious of artistic values. (655-25) 


Business Management 


EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOR INDUSTRIAL MANAGE- 
MENT. A Critical Survey. Aubrey Silberston. Management Publications, 12s.6d. 
1955. 23 cm. 110 pages. Index. 

The author, who is now Lecturer in Economics in the University of Cambridge, 

carried out the research into training for management embodied in this book while 

holding the Kenward Research Fellowship in Industrial Administration at St. 

Catherine’s College, Cambridge. He gives a general survey of what is being done 

in Britain in methods of selection for management and foremanship, considers forms 

of training (including the Training Within Industry scheme) and techniques, and 
discusses at length the present position of and future prospects for management 
studies in the universities. Details of four company training schemes opcrated by 
firms connected with the motor trade and allied industries are given in the appendix. 

(658-386) 


Wines and Spirits 
SHERRY. Rupert Croft-Cooke. Putnam, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 232 pages. 
Endpaper maps. Index. 

Mr. Croft-Cooke writes enthusiastically and extremely well of this important link 
between Spain and Britain, where eighteen million bottles of sherry are consumed 
annually—apart from wines of sherry type made elsewhere. He describes the region 
which produces sherry and the methods employed in making and blending it, and 
recounts romantic stories of the Hispano-British firms which practise them and ship 
the wine. The book is full of local colour and—since sherry, a blended wine, has no 
vintages—it is pleasantly free from lyrical reminiscences of long-departed ‘great 
years. What Mr. Croft-Cooke praises, his readers can taste for hones (663-2) 
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Metallurgy 


STEELS FOR THE USER. R. T. Rolfe. 3rd edition, revised and 
enlarged. Chapman & Hall, 45s. 1955. 22 cm. 416 pages. 137 illustrations. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Essentially a practical book, of oli to the designer and engineer and also to the 

student or apprentice. The many excellent tables and full descriptions of various 

methods of treatment are the best features of this book. There are many references, 
but some of these could be more recent. It is a pity they are not collected at the ends 
of chapters. The indiscriminate use of °F and “C (without conversion) is also rather 

irritating. (669-142) 


TITANIUM. A. D. McQuillan and M. K. McQuillan. Butterworth, 56s. 
1956. 22 cm. 486 pages. Photograph. 200 diagrams. 46 tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Metallurgy of the Rarer Metals, No. 4) 

Although titanium dioxide has been an important industrial product for many 

years, the possibilities of large scale production of the metal did not attract widespread 

attention until 1948. Information concerning its fabrication and properties is scattered 
and hence the present volume, which assembles all the important facts, is most 
welcome. A concise account of the extraction of titanium from its ores is followed 
by sections dealing with the melting and casting of titanium and its alloys, their 
fabrication, physical and mechanical properties, constitution, heat treatment, 
reactions with cases and corrosion resistance. Clearly written, up-to-date, 
authoritative and well documented, the book should be valuable to all interested, 
whether from the technological or scientific standpoint, in this metal, which has 
important possibilities for armament production on account of its corrosion resistance, 


tensile strength and other physical properties. (669-732) 


Manufactures: Steel 


THE CASTING OF STEEL. Edited by W. C. Newell. Pergamon 
Press, 10$s. 1955. 26 cm. 608 pages. Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Following a modern trend, The Casting of Steel is written by a group of specialists and 

covers most aspects of casting from the properties of the liquid metal to mechanical 

and non-destructive testing. There is a certain amount of overlap and a rather notice- 
able variation in the detail attempted by the various contributors. In the mould 
making section, sand and lost wax techniques are fully dealt with, but very little 
mention is made of the many recent developments in both these and other fields of 
mould making for steel castings. Nevertheless, this is a useful reference book for the 
steel founder. (672-25) 


Building Construction 

RECORD OF THE 1955 ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 
BRITISH WOOD PRESERVING ASSOCIATION, Cambridge, 
June 21st-24th, 1955. British Wood Preserving Association, 8s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 
180 pages. Frontispiece. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. 

The Record contains six papers appertaining to wood preservation and its application 

to timber. Details of the discussions on each paper are also printed, and these are 

extremely valuable. The production of the book is of a very high standard and the 

contents give interested parties the latest views and developments in this subject. 

(601-1) 
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ARTS AND RECREATION 
Architecture 
THE SEVEN LAMPS OF ARCHITECTURE. John Ruskin. New 
introduction by Sir Arnold Lunn. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 254 pages. 
14 illustrations. Notes. Bibliography. Index. (Everyman's Library) 
‘After a brief eclipse Ruskin’s reputation stands higher today than ever’, says Sir 
Arnold Lunn, and one of the books on which his reputation as a critic of the arts 
and the social order must be based is this eloquent study of the principles of archi- 
tecture, and of Gothic architecture in particular. It combines characteristically a 
detailed knowledge of many buildings with great moral fervour and a passion for 
beauty and honest craftsmanship. This attractive edition is reprinted from the second 
edition of 1855. (7201) 


ITALY BUILDS (L’ITALIA COSTRUISCE). Its Modern 
Architecture and Native Inheritance. C. E. Kidder Smith. Architectural Press, 56s. 
1955. 28-5 cm. 264 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour). Photographs. Plans. Biblio- 
graphy. 

Kidder Smith, 2 young American architect of singular perception and an inspired 

photographer, has added another volume to his exemplary series, which began a 

few years ago with books on Switzerland and Sweden. The post-war architectural 

renaissance in Italy, a phenomenon unparalleled elsewhere, is brilliantly depicted and 
critically analysed against the background of her majestic architectural inheritance, 
so that the whole panorama of Italian architecture, past and present, is logically 
unfolded before us. A wonderful book, beautifully produced and ably documented, 
it should have a wide appeal—even to bitter critics of modern architecture. As well 
as the author and his collaborators, who include the Milanese architect Ernesto 
Rogers, the publisher and printers deserve thanks and congratulations. The text is 
in English and Italian. (720-945) 


Sculpture 
HENRY MOORE. Vol. Two. Sculpture and Drawings since 1948. 
Introduction by Herbert Read. Lund Humphries, with Zwemmer, 63s. 1955. 
30 cm. 24 pages. 117 plates. Chronology by David Sylvester. Bibliography. 
This volume illustrates all of Henry Moore’s sculptures made between the beginning 
of 1949 and the end of 1954, and includes a selection of drawings. The illustrations 
are grouped to show how the artist has developed certain themes, often in different 
materials, as preparatory work for cumulative, large-scale sculptural groups. A 
somewhat diversified text introduces the plates; Sir Herbert Read opens with a short 
essay, which is followed by extracts from Moore’s own writings and some useful 
reference information compiled by David Sylvester. There is no list of illustrations, 
but the plates carry brief captions and measurements of the originals. (730°942) 


Numismatics 

STANDARD CATALOGUE OF THE COINS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 1956 edition. Compiled by Herbert 
Allen Seaby and Peter John Seaby. Seaby, 12s.6d. cloth; 7s.6d. paper covers. 
1955. 23 cm. 102 pages. Numerous illustrations. 

The catalogue gives the current cost of coins in the state known as VF (very fine). 

About fifty per cent. of the prices have been revised since the 1954 edition—the 

trend being upwards. The catalogue is invaluable to the collector, and of by no means 

negligible interest to the student. (737°40942) 
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Metal Arts 


THE NAVAL OFFICER’S SWORD. Henry T. A. Bosanquet. With 
a note by J. D. Aylward. Edited by Commander W. E. May. H.M. Stationery 
Office for the National Maritime Museum, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 246 pages. 9 facsimiles. 
Sketches by John Munday. 

Captain Bosanquet has given many years’ study to the 105 swords, mostly naval, 

assembled at the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich. The result of his work, 

presented in this admirable monograph, is twofold. He has been enabled to describe 
in great detail the types and styles of naval swords from the end of the eighteenth 
century onwards, and in the process of analysis he has exposed the fact that many 
so-called “Nelson swords’ are not in fact what they seem. Besides his general 
introduction to the subject, he has compiled an invaluable list of sword-cutlcrs, 

London and provincial, and has provided a survey as valuable as it will be delightful 

to all students of the byways of maritime history. (739°7) 

Drawing 

FRENCH DRAWING OF THE XX CENTURY. Introduction by 
Jean Cassou. Biographical notes by Philippe Jaccottet. Edited by Ed. Mermod- 
Lausanne. Thames & Hudson, 50s. 1956. 29 cm. 200 pages. 149 illustrations. Notes 
on the plates. Index. 

Based on the French edition published in 1951, this anthology of drawing mainly 

comprises works by artists of the Paris School and thus achieves a coherency of 

presentation. M. Jean Cassou’s aim, one imagines, is to give delight as well as to 
instruct. Artists often express themselves more spontaneously in drawing than in 
highly organised paintings, and contemporary taste scts a value on the fragment or 
preliminary sketch unknown in former times. Most of the drawings reproduced are 
pleasant in themselves, illustrating various aspects of graphic technique and vividly 
suggesting the individual manner of Utrillo, Bonnard, Modigliani, Dufy, Derain, 

Matisse and other scarcely less illustrious names of the ‘école de Paris’. (741-944) 

Furniture 

GEORGIAN CABINET MAKERS, c¢. 1700-1800. Ralph Edwards and 
Margaret Jourdain. 3rd edition, revised. Country Life, 63s. 1955. 28-5 cm. 248 
pages. 233 illustrations. 

First published in 1944, this volume by the sometime Keeper of the Department of 

Woodwork, Victoria and Albert Museum, London, and the late Margaret Jourdain 

describes and illustrates the work of nearly one hundred English cabinet-makers. 

It incorporates the results of more than a decade of intensive research, firmly 

establishing the position of some hitherto almost unknown craftsmen and modifying 

several popular theories. It will surprise some readers to learn that not a single piece 
of furniture can be directly accredited to Chippendale, Hepplewhite and Sheraton, 
the trio of purveyors and designers who, through their trade catalogues, gave their 
names to distinctive styles. Altogether this is a notable production, both in form and 
content, treating systematically the golden age of English furniture when superlative 
craftsmen worked for aristocratic and discriminating patrons. (749°22) 

Painting 

SEPTEMBER GALE. A Study of Arthur Lismer of the Group of Seven. 
John A. B. McLeish. Dent (Toronto, Canada and London), $3.95; 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
224 pages. Frontispiece portrait. 27 illustrations (4 in colour). 

This outstanding study of Arthur Lismer takes its title from one of his well-known 

paintings. A leader in Canadian art for over thirty-five years, Lismer received his 
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formal training in Sheffield, his birthplace. Coming to Canada in 1911, he joined 
other young artists and later formed the famous Group of Seven. This Group was 
the centre of controversy in Canadian art in the twenties. He has also devoted himself 
to the art education of children. A large portion of the book describes his work as an 
educator, first in Toronto, then in South Africa and New York. He is now with the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. The book includes a number of reproductions of 
Lismer’s paintings, and is an important record in Canadian art. (759°11) 


NUNO GONCALVES. The great Portuguese painter of the fifteenth century 
and his altar-piece for the Convent of St. Vincent. Reynaldo dos Santos. Translated 
from the Portuguese by Lucy Norton. Foreword by Anthony Blunt. Phaidon 
Press, 428. 1955. 36 cm. 24 pages. 42 plates (10 in colour). Illustrations in text. 

Nuno Goncalves (active 1450-1472), one of the outstanding artists of his time, has 

hitherto been little known outside Portugal. His large altar-piece in six panels shows 

the Portuguese royal family and distinguished men of the time in veneration around 

St. Vincent, and Dr. Reynaldo dos Santos, the leading expert on Portuguese art, 

here provides a permanent record of this great painting. The complete altar-piece is 

reproduced in a folding plate, followed by full-page details and individual portraits. 

The history, description, date and significance of the altar-piece are discussed in an 

authoritative text which also examines Gongalves’ place in the European painting of 

his time. This is a distinguished volume which does justice to the great and grave 

qualities of the altar-piece. (759-69) 


HIERONYMUS BOSCH: ‘The Garden of Delights’. Edited and with an 
Introduction by Wolfgang Hirsch. Longmans, 30s. 1955. 33 cm. 44 pages. 
Illustrations (16 in colour). Bibliography. 

The ‘Garden of Delights’, a large allegorical triptych (now in the Prado Museum, 

Madrid) painted by the Flemish artist Bosch (active 1488-1516), is one of the most 

baffling pictures of the late middle ages. Its theme is the creation of man, the earthly 

Paradise, and Hell, but these subjects are represented by an elaborate symbolism which 

art historians, partly aided by modern psychological theories, are only just beginning 

to interpret satisfactorily. A selection of interpretations from the 16th to the 20th 
century forms the text of this book. A double-page black-and-white reproduction of 
the complete picture and of the rarely shown painting of the earth on the folding 
outer covers of the triptych, and sixteen full-page colour plates of details enable the 
serious student to make a detailed examination of the style and subject matter of this 
controversial work by an outstanding Gothic artist. (759°9493) 

Prints 

BRITISH SPORTING PRINTS. Edited by J. Cadfryn-Roberts. 
Ariel Press, 45s. cloth; 35s. limp covers. 1955. 46-5 cm. 24 pages of text. 12 plates 
in colour. Drawing in text. Musical example. 

British sporting prints form a distinct branch of national art which flourished in the 

late 18th century and the first half of the 19th. It was a sound idea to reproduce a 

number of fine examples illustrating hunting and steeplechasing; the present volume 

contains examples of the work of Henry Alken, Robert and James Pollard, F. C. 

Turner and other artists reproduced in the size of the originals by the eight-colour 

litho offset process. For a fraction of the cost of a single original aquatint or stipple 

print, students of engraving and historians of sport can now avail themselves of this 
spirited selection to which John Cadfryn-Roberts contributes a text in which 
biographical information, technical details and an account of historic races are nicely 
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Photography 
JOUHAR ON 35 MM. PICTURE MAKING. S. D.  Jouhar. 
Fountain Press, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 168 pages. 120 photographs (2 in colour). 
12 diagrams. 
Dr. Jouhar for the past twenty years has been acting as a judge for national and 
international exhibitions. He discusses here the merits of the 35 mm. miniature 
camera for pictorial work, but his book will be of benefit to all who use a camera 
regardless of size or type. His opening chapters provide an analysis of pictorialism 
and camera considerations. He then goes on to give an abundance of practical advice 
on obtaining good quality in photographs of people, animals, landscapes, buildings, 
and snow scenes, the requirements of exhibition photography, details of the 
associateship and fellowship of the Royal Photographic Society, and finally his own 
methods of darkroom technique. The book is admirably produced, extremely well 
written and, as one would expect, beautifully illustrated. (771-3148) 


MEDICAL PHOTOGRAPHY: Radiographic and Clinical. T. A. 
Longmore. sth edition. Focal Press, 6os. 1955. 19 cm. 990 pages. 76 photographs. 
320 illustrations in text. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

It is six years since the last edition of Longmore appeared and the author has had to 

make revisions, especially in the section on colour photography which covers all 

processes now in use. The book is divided into the same sections as before, including 
mass miniature radiography, tomography, seriescopy, kymography, X-ray 
stereoscopy, photomicrography, macrophotography and electrocardiography. The 
chapter on the photographic process is almost a textbook in itself, but contains 
perhaps too much theory at the expense of practical detail. The work will continue 
to be a useful reference book and its illustrations, glossary, bibliography and separately 
indexed tables add considerably to its value. (778-3) 


THE COLOUR BOOK OF PHOTOGRAPHY. L. Lorelle. Translated 
from the French by Gerald R. Sharp. Focal Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 212 pages. 
15 photographs in colour. Numerous illustrations in text. Tables. Index. 

The author has succeeded in writing for the beginner in colour photography a book 

which is interesting to read, easy to understand and filled with the most useful 

information. After an excellent introduction on the use of colour materials, he deals 
fully with the practical side of colour photography. Equipment and materials, the 
problems of exposure, the use of artificial light and flash, still life, people indoors and 
outdoors, night photography, finishing colour pictures, viewing transparencies, 
projecting, and colour processes are covered. Data on reversal and negative films, 
compensating filters, and flash, are listed on a card designed as a book-mark for handy, 
up-to-date reference. (778-6) 


The Theatre 


THEATRICAL COMPANION TO MAUGHAM. A Pictorial 
Record of the First Performances of the Plays of W. Somerset Maugham. Raymond 
Mander and Joe Mitchenson. With an Appreciation of Maugham’s Dramatic 
Works by J. C. Trewin. Rockcliff, 42s. 1955. 255 cm. 320 pages. 196 illustrations. 
Chronology. Indexes. 

A modern critic, J. C. Trewin, analyses and dissects the craft of W. Somerset 

Maugham, one of the foremost dramatists during the first thirty years of this century. 

It is a succinct and useful introduction, viewed from our own standpoint and time, 

to the encyclopaedic record of Maugham’s work which follows. Here, in addition 
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to cast lists of original performances and important revivals, are to be found the 
comments of the critics of the time, the first-night reviews of J. T. Grein, A. B. 
Walkley and others, and a really excellent series of photographs. The survey includes, 
beyond Maugham’s own plays, the plays and films which other writers have made 
from the non-dramatic works. (792) 


Ballet 

MICHAEL SOMES. BERYL GREY. Hugh Fisher. Black, 6s. cach. 
1955. 25°5 cm. 32 pages. 45 : 60 photographs. (Dancers of Today, Nos. 7 and 8) 

The quality of the illustrations varies, but their overall effect gives a good impression 

of their subjects’ progress. The accompanying text gives extremely just and per- 

ceptive accounts of the careers of two star scholarship pupils of Sadler’s Wells Ballet 

School, now leading dancers with the Company. (792-8) 


BALLET AND CAMERA. Sadler’s Wells Dancers Behind and On 
Stage. John Hart. Foreword by Ninette de Valois. Chatto & Windus, 10s.6d. 
1956. 24°5 cm. 48 pages. 76 photographs. 

John Hart, a leading dancer with Sadler’s Wells Ballet since before the war and now 

its Ballet Master, is a newcomer to ballet photography, but as this, his first published 

collection, shows, he is able to profit by his special knowledge of the subject with 
imagination and considerable technical skill. There are delightful backstage studies 
and portraits, especially of the company’s rising stars, and short sequences of costume 
portraits and action studies excellently illustrating Madame Chrysanthéme, The Firebird 
and other works in the current repertoire. Dancers are named and ballet production 
details given in the linking captions. The photographic reproduction is good. (792-8) 


BALLET: HOME PRACTICE FOR BEGINNERS. Thalia Mara 
with Lee Wyndham. Constable, 8s. 6d. boards. 1955. Obl. 21-5 cm. 64 pages. 
149 drawings by George Bobrizsky. Glossary. 

The authors properly stress the very real physical danger of attempts to ‘teach 

yourself” ballet, and it will be for the qualified teacher to say which of his pupils, 

and when, are likely to benefit from the guidance of this book. Numbered pictures, 
each keyed to a direct instruction amplified by descriptive and explanatory advice, 
encourage the student through an elementary routine at the barre, covering correct 
placing, the ‘five positions’, some simple ports de bras, pliés, battements, ronds de jambe 
4 terre and relevés, without pointwork. Cheerful, American and easy to follow. 
(792°8) 

Sports and Games 

TRIALS RIDING. Max King. Temple Press in association with “Motor Cycling’, 
7s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 156 pages. $5 illustrations. Tables. Index. 

An excellent little book which meets a long felt need for some form of guidance, 

both on motor cycles and racing conditions, for the novice trials rider. The author 

has had considerable practical experience in trials riding, and has prepared what will 

be regarded as a reliable text-book on the subject. (796-6) 


OFFSHORE. Ocean Racing, Fast Cruising, Modern Yacht Handling 
and Equipment. J. H. Illingworth. 3rd edition, revised. Adlard Coles in association 
with Harrap, 63s. 1955. 28-5 cm. 312 pages. 22 photographs (1 in colour). 97 
diagrams. Endpaper maps in colour. Index. 

A third, revised, edition of a valuable work first published in 1949. Captain 

Illingworth has now included a glossary of yachting terms in five languages (English, 
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French, German, Italian and Spanish) and he has added to the many illustrations 
included in his original version. ‘I have tried to assemble together all such information 
and data as the yachtsman with a superficial knowledge of sailing would need in 
order to take up offshore racing and make it a real success’, he says. His book indeed 
includes a wide variety of relevant material, succinctly presented. (797714) 


THOUGHTS ON RIDING. Lyndon Bolton. Hodder & Stoughton, 
208. 1955. 22 cm. 122 pages. 82 illustrations (1 in colour). 
Brigadier Lyndon Bolton is a well-known horseman and was for many years an 
Instructor of Riding in the British Army. The book is thoroughly practical and the 
author concentrates on ‘what to do’ rather than the technicalities of ‘how to do it’. 
He rightly observes that the horse is an undemonstrative animal and stresses the 
partnership that must exist between rider and horse. To this end he comments widely 
on the mind of the horse, its observation and memory, its will power and powers of 
concentration. (798-2) 


LORD OF THE SHARKS. Franco Prosperi. Translated from the Italian 
by Camilla and Guido Roatta. Hutchinson, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 216 pages. 
33 photographs (8 in colour). 16 drawings in text. 

The pursuit of fish with the aid of underwater goggles, harpoon-gun and flippers 

grows ever more popular. This book describes the adventures of three young Italians 

in the waters around Ceylon. They were, in fact, as concerned to learn about all 
the forms of marine life there as to show their superiority over sharks. They learned 

a lot and they enjoyed themselves on the slimmest of foundations for an expedition 

and the resultant book is a light-hearted affair, as full of cross-talk as of zoology. 

The photographs are beautifully reproduced. (799°1) 


LITERATURE 


GOOD SPEAKING. A. M. Henderson. Pan Books, 2s. 1956. 18 cm. 190 
pages. 12 diagrams. 3 musical examples. Paper covers. 

Mrs. Henderson, well qualified for her task by long experience, sets out plainly and 
simply the rudiments of her subject, accompanied by many exercises and illustrated 
by examples. The three parts into which her treatise is divided, the technique, the 
art, and the use of good speaking, show the wide scope of the book, which, studied 
carefully, should benefit not only public speakers, amateur actors, debating societies, 
etc., but every informed person who wishes to express himself well in conversation. 

(808-5) 


TWENTY-MINUTE THEATRE. Eight Short Plays. Edited with an 
introduction by Robert G. Newton. J. Garnet Miller, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 148 
pages. 

Robert G. Newton, adjudicator, drama adviser and writer of plays and other 

theatrical works, has collected eight short plays, varied in character, alike only in 

length, some by famous, others by lesser-known authors, primarily for their usefulness 
on special occasions. He indicates for example how a ‘twenty-minute play’ could 

form part of a concert programme, or a community centre entertainment, or a 

Christmas show. A welcome item is the long out of print three-character play 

The Lover, by G. Martinez Sierra, also a fantasy for two characters, Any Little Good, 

by F. Sladen-Smith. (808-82) 
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Canadian Literature 


THE DIVERSIONS OF DUCHESTOWN and Other Essays. 
B. K. Sandwell. Introduction by Robertson Davies. Dent (Toronto, Canada), 
$2.00. 1955. 20°5 cm. 96 pages. 

When Dr. Sandwell died in 1954, Canada lost one of her outstanding men of letters 

and a beloved public speaker. Journalist, scholar, economist and humorist, Sandwell 

filled several positions. In particular he is remembered gratefully by a generation of 
readers as editor of Saturday Night until shortly before his death. This slender volume 
includes essays that appeared in the Dalhousie Review, Mayfair and Saturday Night 
in Canada, as well as in Harper’s Magazine in the United States. Always an alert 
observer of the current scene, his especial concern with Canadian life emerges in 
these vigorous and witty essays. (819°4) 


English Poetry 
JOHN DRYDEN. Bonamy Dobrée. Longmans, 2s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 48 
pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Bibliographical Supplements 
to * British Book News’) 
The author rightly concentrates on Dryden’s conviction that his own time began a 
new age to which he might contribute. Thus he found his mission. His constructive 
view of order and his intellectual vigour enabled his creative imagination to develop 
a technique for expressing old themes in ‘modern’ form, of dealing with contemporary 
matters in a new way, and of developing a prose form which has given him one of 
his greatest titles to fame. The many well-chosen quotations and references in this 
competent essay enable the reader to appreciate what Dryden did to the language 
and what he did with it. (821-4) 


BRIDES OF REASON. Donald Davie. Fantasy Press, 6s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
$0 pages. Paper covers. 


Mr. Davie’s poems are representative of the work now being produced by a 
prominent school of young English poets. His poems are formal in construction 
and achieve their effects through statement rather than suggestion, being poems of 
the intellect more than of the senses. They are comprehensible, laconic, detached, 
sophisticated, witty. Such poetry is nearer to that of Dryden and Pope than to that 
of Shelley or Keats, but that Mr. Davie’s controlled muse is capable of expressing 
deep feeling is exemplified in the excellent ‘Hawkshead and Dachau in a Christmas 
Glass, an Imitation’. (821-9) 


COLLECTED POEMS. William Empson. Chatto & Windus, 10s.6d. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 130 pages. 
Mr. Empson is among the most difficult and, at present, most influential English 
poets. Both the difficulty and the appeal of his work spring from its complexity. 
He is a Cambridge-trained mathematician, who has drawn for his imagery upon 
such sciences as physics, anthropology, and biology, and has often written, like the 
Metaphysicals, with the desire of imposing order upon new fields of knowledge. 
The richness of this poetry consists in its extraordinary semantic fertility, the con- 
centration of possible meanings within a single word or image. Its weakness is an 
apparent lack of ease or melody, save in rare poems such as ‘Bacchus’, which create 
an entirely original music. But in general this is poetry to be apprehended above all 
by the eye and the intellect, rather than by the ear. , (821-9) 
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COLLECTED POEMS (1927-1955). Bryan Guinness. Heinemann, 
1§8. 1956. 22 cm. 138 pages. Index and notes. 
Almost every ‘Collected Poems’ is in fact a volume of selected poems. Bryan 
Guinness’s volume is no exception, for he has preserved only those poems that seem 
to him ‘to have an honest foundation of experience’. He has also not only often 
revised the text but sometimes expanded a poem in order to vary ‘the firstexperience 
in the light of later feeling’. A refreshing quality of his work is its lucidity: here is a 
poet who has something worthwhile to say about many things and who wishes to be 
understood. Some of the recent poems show a marked development in technique and 
maturity of feeling. (821-9) 


THE WITNESSES and Other Poems. Clive Sansom. Methuen, 8s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. I16 pages. 


Mr. Sansom is an example of the very good minor poet. His poetic experience is 
genuine, but it is on the periphery of the human situation—it is the sauce and the 
sweet of existence rather than the meat and the bread. This marginal, rather than 
central, attitude affects even a poem like ‘The Witnesses’, which deals with the life of 
Christ. But to say this is to ‘place’ Mr. Sansom and not to condemn him, for in his 
own field he is imaginative and metrically skilful. His poems are capable of affording 
very great delight. (821-9) 


PATMOS and Other Poems. Robin Skelton. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 
10s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 86 pages. 
In these poems Mr. Skelton is principally concerned with man’s search for spiritual 
illumination; he looks at phenomena in order to see beyond phenomena to the 
reality that alone gives phenomena significance. He conveys his experience implicitly 
rather than explicitly—i.e. through a combination of symbolism and verbal suggestion 
rather than by means of rational statement: in this he seems to owe something to the 
influence of W. B. Yeats. His theme of the relation of phenomena to its more-than- 
phenomenal meaning is treated at length in the title poem, a difficult work that will 
repay study. (821-9) 


English Drama 

HOLINSHED’S CHRONICLE as used in Shakespeare’s plays. Edited 
by Allardyce and Josephine Nicoll. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 248 pages. 
Bibliographical note. (Everyman’s Library) 

In King John, Richard II, Henry IV, Henry V, Henry VI, Richard III, Henry VIII, 

Macbeth, Lear and Cymbeline, Shakespeare drew directly or indirectly on the second 

edition (1587) of Raphael Holinshed’s Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland. 

This volume contains all the relevant passages, in the original spelling, and so makes 

it easy to compare the sources with the plays—a comparison which the student will 

find most illuminating. (822-3) 


English Essays 
SELECTED WORKS OF SACHEVERELL SITWELL. Hale, 
24S. 1955. 22 cm. 320 pages. 18 illustrations. 


Mr. Sitwell is such a versatile descriptive writer that even a large volume scarcely 
covers his full range. This selection draws upon eight of his books, and does justice 
to a number of his favourite themes. His response to music, especially to inspired 
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improvisation, is admirably expressed in ‘La Vie Parisienne’, “Hurdy-Gurdy’ and his 
essays on gipsies, and his power to conjure up strange and exotic landscapes is 
illustrated in his sketches of northern or tropical scenery. Costume and finery are 
another favourite subject, but anybody who thinks that his interests are confined to 
the outer man should read his essay on Rumania. (824-9) 


Latin Literature 


CAESAR AS MAN OF LETTERS. F. E. Adcock. Cambridge 
University Press, 10s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 126 pages. Indexes. 
The study of Caesar’s Commentaries merely as an introduction to Latin literature 
takes little account of their literary merits. The author’s purpose is to repair this 
omission. An outline of Caesar’s career while writing the Commentaries is followed 
by an examination of the purpose and content of their several books, showing how 
Caesar used the conventional ‘commentary form’ and gave it an enhanced literary 
value. Caesar’s use of his war experiences as raw material for a literary narrative 
reveals his stylistic skill and his own personality. The final chapters dealing with 
problems of the Commentaries, and the opinions of other Latin writers on Caesar’s 
campaigns, appeal particularly to scholars, but no student of Latin should miss the 
scholarly assessment of Caesar’s literary achievement. (878) 


Greek Literature 


THE KNIGHTS. Aristophanes. Translated from the Greek into English 
rhyming verse with introduction and notes by Gilbert Murray. Allen & Unwin, 
8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 136 pages. 

The distinguished veteran scholar’s Knights is as vigorous, felicitous, and natural as 

any of the translations with which, over so long a period, he has captivated the 

English-reading public. It is in a stylishly informal rhyming verse that admirably 

recaptures the tone of the original. The rhymes and the verbal tricks, such as puns, 

are often extremely dexterous, but never affected. Demagogy is a topical theme, 
and Dr. Murray’s discriminating infusion of contemporary jargon enriches the 
satiric flavour. The translation will be welcomed by all readers and would-be actors 

of Aristophanes. (882) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


Geography Travel Description 


THE TRAVEL BOOKS OF W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM. 
Heinemann, 15s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 480 pages. 
This volume comprises On a Chinese Screen, which contains almost unaltered the 
notes made by Mr. Maugham during a visit to China in 1920; The Gentleman in 
the Parlour, describing a journey from Rangoon to Haiphong; and Don Fernando, 
which is more an examination of Spain’s Golden Age than a travel book. The first, 
although composed of notes and lacking in form, has great freshness and clarity. 
The second, more polished and, from a literary point of view, probably the best of 
the three, is travel writing at its very best. The third is enchanting. All three display 
the wit and the acute understanding of people, places and events that we have come 
to expect of the author. Mr. Maugham explains in a preface how he came to write 
them. (910-4) 
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WORLD ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY: With an Emphasis on 
Principles. Earl B. Shaw. Chapman & Hall, 52s. 1955. 22°5 cm. $90 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A useful undergraduate textbook, by an American author. It is well arranged in five 

sections covering methods in economic geography, the forest, fish and animal 

industries, agriculture, manufactures and trade and world populations. The physical 
and man-made factors which contribute to the economic growth of countries are 
carefully examined and enough factual material is analysed in the process to provide 

a student with a comprehensive knowledge of world economic geography. Much 

of this factual material is refreshingly original, reflecting Mr. Shaw’s extensive 

travels; his skilful presentation reflects his long teaching experience. (911-3) 


OLD CALABRIA. Norman Douglas. Introduction by John Davenport. 
New edition. Secker & Warburg, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 372 pages. Endpaper map. 
Index. 

Old Calabria was first published in 1915 and revised in 1920. This new edition, 

admirably produced, has an Introduction which is in effect a pithy summary of 

Douglas’s life and work. Ostensibly a travel book about South Italy, Old Calabria is 

at once more and less than that: more, because of its wonderful and protracted asides 

such as the account of the debt of Milton to Serafino della Salandra in Chapter 21, 

and the review of the horrors of past brigandage in Chapter 27; less, because it gives 

more space to history and literature than to the details of the route traversed. It is a 

unique blend of opinion, observation and speculation. (914°5) 


SPANISH MOUNTAIN LIFE. The Sierra Nevada. Juliette de 
Bairacli Levy. Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 132 pages. 12 photographs. 
The author has written on gypsies and on the uses of herbal remedies. In this book 
she describes her stay at a village in the Sierra Nevada and her contacts with the 
Lanjaron Romanies. She brings out all the attractions and drawbacks of the primitive 
life in this isolated area. Stricken with typhus, she and her children had a severe 
struggle to survive; their survival she attributes to a natural way of life and to her 
knowledge of herbs. A sincere feeling for the people—there is a notable portrait of a 
miller’s wife—is constantly in evidence. (914°6) 


KUWAIT WAS MY HOME. Zahra Freeth. Allen & Unwin, 16s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 164 pages. 23 photographs. Map. Glossary. Index. 
Born in Kuwait, Mrs. Freeth revisits her parents, Colonel and Mrs. Dickson, resident 
there, and in a series of essays blends childhood memories with present conditions. 
The history of the Gulf and the oil development is concisely told and the problems 
of the new wealth and westernism are clearly faced. Most writers on the Gulf are 
concerned mainly with the oil and its implications; this book goes deeper and it is 
of the people of the town and desert that she writes best and with deep understanding; 
the chapter on “Rain is Life’ is vivid and sensitive. Arabic words in the text are 
explained in a glossary and there are good illustrations. (915-3) 


THE LAND.OF THE SHERPAS. Ella Maillart. Hodder & Stoughton, 
18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 64 pages of text. 78 photographs. Map. Endpaper drawings in 
colour. 


The Sherpas have recently acquired a world-wide reputation for their contribution 
as climber-porters to the success of Himalayan expeditions. Mlle. Maillart, an adept 
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in Asian travel and a student of the Asian mind, wished to visit their home coun: 

in Nepal before its individuality is swept away by western civilisation. This boo 
contains seventy-cight of her excellent photographs, and an exhilarating and pithy 
record of her stay among these sturdy and lovable people. She also gives an account 
of the sanctuaries of Bodhnath and Svayambhu, and of a brief glimpse of the sacred 
lake of Gosainkund which she may be the first European to have seen. (915-42) 


THE YEAR BOOK AND GUIDE TO EAST AFRICA, 1956. 
Edited by A. Gordon-Brown for the Union-Castle Mail Steamship Company. 
Hale, 7s. 6d. 1956. 18-5 cm. $54 pages (including advertisements). Frontispiece in 
colour. 16-page atlas in colour. Sketch maps, town plans, and route maps in text. 
Folding map in colour in endpocket. Indexes. 

The latest edition of this valuable guide, which covers Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, 

Somaliland, Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, Zanzibar, Portuguese East Africa, Belgian 

Congo, Mauritius, Madagascar, Réunion, Seychelles, has been fully revised. An 

interesting new feature is a double-page map of the Belgian Congo in which the 

distances between all the principal centres are lucidly shown. (916) 


LAND AND PEOPLE IN NIGERIA. The Human Geography of 
Nigeria and its Environmental Background. K. M. Buchanan and J. C. Pugh. 
With a contribution by Professor A. Brown and a foreword by Professor L. Dudley 
Stamp. University of London Press, 35s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 264 pages. 16 photographs. 
Numerous drawings, diagrams and maps. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Professor Buchanan was formerly head of the geography department, University 

College, Ibadan; Mr. Pugh, now a lecturer in that department, has had extensive 

field experience as an officer of the Nigerian Survey Department. This comprehensive 

geographical study of the colony, while carried out on academic lines, keeps 
refreshingly in touch with actualities. Originally designed as an Atlas of Nigeria, it 
has gained by being reshaped in its present form. The sub-title expresses succinctly 
the purpose of the book, if it is noted that the contribution by Professor Brown is 
entitled “Disease as an Element in the Nigerian Environment’. Redistribution of 
population, more varied and better farming, the initiation of sound schemes for 
limited industrialisation, these are immediate requirements: the necessary plans can 
only be well-conceived and successful if the lessons conveyed by this study are fully 
understood. (916-69) 


THE YEAR BOOK AND GUIDE TO SOUTHERN AFRICA, 
1956. Edited by A. Gordon-Brown for the Union-Castle Mail Steamship 
Company. Hale, 9s.6d. 1956. 18-5 cm. 1,100 pages of text (including advertise- 
ments). Frontispiece in colour. 48-page atlas in colour. Sketch maps, town plans, 
and route maps in text. Tables. Indexes. 

In the new edition of this valuable annual a good deal of information has been 

included on the administrative changes consequent on the establishment of the 

Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. The sections on the Union of South Africa 

and the High Commission Territories have also been revised and the publication 

maintains its high level of comprehensiveness. (916-8) 


LAND OF THE LONG DAY. Doug Wilkinson. Clarke, Irwin 
(Toronto, Canada), $5.00. 1955. 262 pages. 10 plates (4 in colour). Index. 

The author, well known as supervisor and director of several Arctic films for Canada’s 

National Film Board, spent more than a year living among Eskimos as an Eskimo 
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and records his experiences with warmth and insight. The result is a moving human 
adventure as wel] as an important contribution to the literature of the Arctic. Adopted 
into a native family living on North Baffin, two thousand miles north of Montreal, 
the author lived the day-to-day life of the smal] hunting community equipped with 
nothing more than his camera to distinguish him from his Eskimo associates. With 
his sympathetic insight into human relationships and his gift for portraying 
personalities he avoids presenting the Eskimo as merely an anthropological curiosity. 
Brilliant photographs effectively supplement the text. (917-122) 


IN EASTERN FORESTS. Eric Lundqvist. Translated from the 
Swedish by F. H. Lyon. Hale, 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 264 pages. 36 photographs. 
The author, a Swede, was a forestry officer in Java before the war, with a Javanese 
wife. After harsh wartime experiences, he succeeded in rejoining his wife, and 
resuming his work. In view of his background, it is understandable that he criticises 
European influence, and can present sympathetically the primitive viewpoint. This 
ability gives authority to his account of his experiences among the forest tribes of 
Dutch New Guinea, where he himself began to develop a sense of community with 
everything else in nature. (919°5) 


Biography 
MY FATHER: The True Story. A. W. Baldwin. Allen & Unwin, 
258. 1956. 22°5 cm. 360 pages. 8 illustrations. Index. 

Stanley Baldwin’s period of office as the British Prime Minister, which ended in 
1937, has been the subject of much controversy. The difficult decisions which he 
had to make, for example, on the problem of rearmament came up for considerable 
criticism after the outbreak of the Second World War. There were, however, many 
aspects of his career which fully justified the confidence which had been placed in 
him. This intimate biography of him by his younger son throws new light on his 
character; it is also a readable commentary on British history between the two world 
wars. (92) 


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENVENUTO CELLINI. 
Translated from the Italian and with an introduction by George Bull. Penguin 
Books, 5s. 1956. 18 cm. 398 pages. Paper covers. (Penguin Classics) 

Cellini’s Life is one of the most remarkable of all autobiographies. At times 

extravagant, flamboyant and egotistic, it is none the less an historical document and 

provides a vivid and entertaining account of life in sixteenth century Italy. This new 
translation by George Bull aims at preserving the style and spirit of the original 
while clarifying obscure passages wherever possible. The result makes excellent 
reading. The Introduction, giving a brief account of Cellini’s character and career 
against the historical background of his time, is well done. (92) 


TREE TOPS. Jim Corbett. Introduction by Lord Hailey. Oxford University 
Press, 6s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 44 pages. Illustrations by Raymond Sheppard. 
This is a short and straightforward account of the day Her Majesty the Queen spent 
at the hunting lodge at Nyeri, Kenya, immediately before she heard of her father’s 
death. It is the last piece of writing from the pen of the distinguished naturalist and 
tiger hunter, Jim Corbett. In simple language he describes the wild animals and their 
behaviour as witnessed by the Royal visitors. The introduction is a very sympathetic 
and moving sketch of the life and character of the author. (92) 
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THE DIARY OF JOHN EVELYN, now first printed in full from 
the manuscripts belonging to Mr. John Evelyn and edited by E. S. de Beer. 
6 vols. Oxford University Press, 315s. 1955. 23 cm. 3,720 pages. 6 portraits. 8 
facsimiles. 2 plans. Bibliography. Index in Vol. 6. (Oxford English Texts) 

A truly impressive enterprise which deserves a warm welcome. This work, on its 

merits, challenges comparison with the select few examples of great editorial classics 

in our literature. Mr. de Beer has spent rather more than twenty years preparing 
this edition of Evelyn’s Diary. The result is a superb piece of scholarship. Readers 
will now have before them a definitive text, and—what is perhaps even more 
important—an assemblage of notes, references, bibliographies and general critical 
apparatus which will make the work an indispensable tool and reference book for 
every student of English history and literature during the 17th century. His labours 
have been nobly supported by his printers and publishers. (92) 


LORD EDWARD FITZGERALD. Patrick Byrne. Staples Press, 
12s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 252 pages. Frontispiece. Chronology. Genealogical table. 
Index. 

The subject of this tragic biography was the son of Ireland’s premier peer. Drawn 

into the whirlpool of Irish politics, and misguided enough to take a lead in the United 

Irish movement, he ended his life at the age of thirty-five in a Dublin prison where 

he was awaiting trial for treason. Mr. Byrne has previously shown skill in delineating 

Dublin society, and this book should enhance his literary reputation. He writes with 

economy, and great restraint, but in his pages a host of clearly etched personalities 

bring to life the society of eighteenth century Dublin. (92) 


OCTAVIA HILL. Pioneer of the National Trust and Housing Reformer. 
William Thompson Hill. Foreword by Lionel Curtis. Hutchinson, 16s. 1956. 
22 cm. 208 pages. 18 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

Octavia Hill (1838-1912) was the moving spirit in a climate of opinion that created 

the National Trust for the preservation of lands and buildings of historic interest or 

natural beauty; and she also undertook housing reforms in some of the most pitiable 
of London’s slums. Efforts for the promotion of sanitary conditions received early 
encouragement from John Ruskin; and work for the safeguarding of open spaces 
brought about a co-operation with the Commons Preservation Society. The 

persistence of this reformer led to the passing of the Artisans’ Dwellings Act of 1875. 

This factual biography, by a kinsman, outlines a range of activities and personal gifts 

that lend Octavia Hill a stature equalled only in the nineteenth century by that of 

Florence Nightingale and Josephine Butler. (92) 


THOMAS HODGSKIN. Elie Halévy. Edited in translation from the 
French with an Introduction by A. J. Taylor. Benn, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 198 pages. ° 
Bibliography. Index. 

Thomas Hodgskin (1787-1869) is significant in the history of British socialism 

particularly on account of his numerous writings, which include Labour defended 

against the Claims of Capital, Popular Political Economy and other works, and many 
articles in The Economist. Unlike his friends Francis Place and Robert Owen he fell 
into obscurity, and Professor Halévy’s history of his social and economic ideas was 
the first to bring out his importance as a forerunner of Karl Marx. Mr. Taylor, 
Lecturer in History at University College, London, has referred constantly to 
Hodgskin’s original texts in making this useful translation of Halévy’s work. —_ (92) 
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YOUNG SAMUEL JOHNSON. James L. Clifford. Heinemann, 30s. 
1955. 225 cm. 384 pages. 16 illustrations. Endpaper map. Notes. Index. 
Dr. Johnson was over fifty and firmly established as a literary figure when Boswell 
met him. It must also be remembered that most readers take their picture of 
him from Boswell’s Life. It is not surprising, therefore, that he is almost invariably 
thought of as an old man, untouched by youth. Professor Clifford has done signal 
service in reconstructing the early years, and his book is a model of painstaking 
scholarship, accuracy and sound judgment. There emerges a concise, clear account 
of the Doctor before Boswell appeared on the scene, and of the qualities that were 
later to make him one of the giants of his own time and place him among the half 
dozen best known Englishmen of the past three hundred years. Professor Clifford’s 
study will be warmly welcomed by Johnsonians everywhere. (92) 


PORTRAIT WITH BACKGROUND. A life of Georgiana Molloy. 
Alexandra Hasluck. Oxford University Press (Melbourne, Australia, and London), 
42S. 1955. 22°5 cm. 296 pages. 125 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

As a young bride from a sheltered Scottish home, Georgiana Molloy was one of a 

small party which pioneered the settlement at Augusta in Western Australia. From 

original family papers and journals, including Georgiana’s letters, Mrs. Hasluck has 

reconstructed a picture of life in the first few years of the colony—from 1829 to 1843 

—with its pleasant social round set against a background of hard work and the 

inevitable trials and hardships associated with settlement in a new land. This charming 

portrait of Mrs. Molloy draws attention both to her part in the establishment of the 
famous homesteads of Cattle Chosen and Fair Lawn and to her work in studying 

and identifying many Western Australian wild flowers. (92) 


MOZART’S LETTERS. Selected from The Letters of Mozart and his 
Family. Edited and introduced by Eric Blom. Translated from the German and 
annotated by Emily Anderson. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 286 pages. 
Indexes. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

It was a happy thought to reissue, for Mozart’s bicentenary, a selection of his own 

letters which were first published in the complete three-volume edition of 1938. 

Besides being a shrewd and witty observer, Mozart had a lively and trenchant style, 

which reflects accurately the manners and personalities of his age. The first letter 

published here dates from his fourteenth year; the last, from seven weeks before he 
died. These pages mirror much of his complex character, his impatience, kindness, 
fecklessness and detachment. Mr. Blom’s linking commentary rounds off a scholarly 

and companionable little book. (92) 


ARNOLD ROWNTREE: A Life. Elfrida Vipont. Bannisdale Press, 
12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 126 pages. 13 photographs. Index. 


Although Arnold Rowntree will be remembered as predominantly a great citizen 
of York, this brief sketch of his multifarious activities demonstrates that he was more 
than this. He devoted much of his early life to building up the Rowntree Cocoa 
Works in his city; but his energy and industry found expression also in wider spheres. 
A Quaker and pacifist, he served as a Liberal Member of Parliament, as Sheriff of 
York and as a supporter of the Adult School movement. He was also a newspaper 
owner and concerned in a wide variety of social services, always acting upon his 
belief that the ethical lag behind science was of far greater moment to the future of 
civilisation than any issues posed by politics and economics. (92) 
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*ALICELLA’. A Memoir of Alice King Stewart and Ella Christie. Averil 
Stewart. Murray, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 336 pages. 12 illustrations. Index. 
Ella and Alice Christie, born of a good Scottish family in the 1860's, lived into the 
1940's. They were fortunate in receiving a more thorough education than was usual 
for girls of their time, and they were both women of considerable character, 
attracting friendship and admiration throughout their long lives. Alice married early 
a Scottish laird and became a country chatelaine, but Ella developed into an intrepid 
traveller, venturing far afield to Central Asia, Tibet, China, Japan and America. 
The author gives us a generous selection of their letters to each other, and nothing 
could better reveal to us the quality of these two agreeable sisters, zealous in good 
works and abundantly supplied with good sense, acumen and enthusiasm. Covering 
such a long span of life, the book makes a useful contribution to social history. (92) 


ANTIQUE DEALER. R. P. Way. Michael Joseph, 15s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 212 
pages. Endpaper drawing by David Knight. 
In the course of forty years in the antique business, the late Mr. Way was twice 
elected Vice-President of the British Antique Dealers’ Association. Writing in 
pleasant, unpretentious fashion and spicing his account with anecdotes of colleagues 
and customers, he takes us into his world and we gather some notion of its practices, 
its excitements and disappointments, its returns, and the changes in it Som the 
leisurely old days to the modern crowded, highly competitive ones. The ethics of 
the chase may sometimes be in doubt but not the thrill of it, and this Mr. Way 
communicates. It is an interesting record of a lifetime devoted—and that is the word— 
to antiques, and will be appreciated by all who have a feeling for the handsome 
objects with which men have surrounded themselves. (92) 


SAINTS AND OURSELVES. Second Series. Edited by Philip Caraman. 
Hollis & Carter, 12s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 158 pages. 
Various authors have contributed to this volume, which presents the lives of twelve 
saints ranging from the 7th to the 16th century. Christopher Dawson writes of 
St. Boniface, the Devonshire man who became the apostle of Germany; Katherine 
Chorley, of the Spaniard, St. Peter Claver, who devoted his life to the Negroes; 
Renée Haynes, of St. Hugh of Lincoln and his swan, which mingles in the English 
tradition with the lions and leopards of the Royal Arms. The essays are strictly 
personal, and Father Caraman is quite right when, in ‘debunking’ lives of sentimental 
piety, he claims that his authors show the humanity of the saints and ‘the very 
individual form holiness can take’. (922) 


THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN PRINCE A. M. 
KURBSKY AND TSAR IVAN IV OF RUSSIA, 1564-1579. 
Edited with a translation from the Russian and notes by J. L. I. Fennell. Cambridge 
University Press, 35s. 1955. 22 cm. 288 pages. Genealogical table. Bibliography. 
Index. 

A new critical text of Kurbsky’s five letters, and the Tsar’s two in reply, based 

primarily on the editions of Kuntsevich (1914) and of Likhachev and Lur ye (1951), 

as well as on original research among the MSS. The editor is Reader in Russian and 

Head of the Department of Slavonic Languages in the University of Nottingham. 

Russian text and English translation are on opposite pages. Footnotes elucidate 

textual historical points and literary allusions; appendices give the original contexts 

of certain passages from Greek sacred writers and from Cicero quoted in the 

correspondence and a genealogical table of the Kurbsky family. (923-147) 
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THE BEST OF FRIENDS. Further Letters to Sydney Carlyle Cockerell. 
Edited by Viola Meynell. Hart-Davis, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 308 pages. 8 plates. 
Index. 

A further volume of letters to Sir Sydney Cockerell—an expert on medieval 

manuscripts and, for thirty years, an outstanding Director of the Fitzwilliam Museum 

at Cambridge—from friends who include Walter de la Mare, Freya Stark, Lord 

Wavell, Bernard Shaw, Alec Guinness, Siegfried Sassoon and T. H. White. With 

one exception, the arrangement is chronological, ‘the better to give a consecutive 

idea of the course of events in Cockerell’s life’. The letters exchanged between him 
and Dame Laurentia McLachlan, the Benedictine Abbess of Stanbrook, are given, 
and merit, a section to themselves: they are a moving account of a friendship that 
meant much to both of them. All the letters are revelatory of the character, style 
and interests of their authors, and also of the character of their recipient. A book of 
absorbing interest that really is difficult to put down. It could not have been better 
edited. (927-08) 


World War II 


SIX YEARS OF WAR. The Army in Canada, Britain and the Pacific. 
C. P. Stacey. Queen’s Printer (Ottawa, Canada), $3.50. 1955. 25 cm. 630 pages. 
Frontispiece in colour. 38 photographs. 14 maps (7 in colour) drawn by C. C. J. 
Bond. Charts. Indexes. (Official History of the Canadian Army in the Second World 
War, Vol. I) 

Published by authority of the Minister of National Defence, this is the first of four 

volumes which will provide Canada with an official history of its army in World 

War Il. Although minutely documented and written by an expert, it is directed 

toward the general reader. The first volume deals only with the army in Canada, 

Britain and the Pacific, and treats the active operations such as Dieppe and Hong 

Kong at length while keeping at a minimum the administrative details emanating 

from the government. Colonel Stacey, however, does disclose how the Government 

ignored the warnings of its military advisers that a war was approaching and how in 

1937-38 the military leaders received half the appropriation they asked for. These 

volumes will provide for the public one of the most readable and authoritative works 

to be published on World War II. (940-54) 


WINGLESS VICTORY. The Story of Sir Basil Embry’s Escape from 
Occupied France in the Summer of 1940. Related by Anthony Richardson. 
Reprint. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 252 pages. 4 plates. Map. 

Air Marshal Sir Basil Embry was shot down in 1940 when leading his squadron of 

Blenheim bombers. He escaped three times from capture—he was nearly sucked 

under by a bog after swimming the Somme, hid for hours in a manure heap, operated 

on his own poisoned leg, and finally posed as a member of the Irish Republican 

Army. He succeeded in getting back to England just under ten weeks after he had 

taken off for France. It is a story of amazing fortune, pluck and initiative. (940-548) 


THE SIXTH COLUMN. The Heroic Personal Story of Lt.-Col. Mahmood 
Kahn Durrani. Cassell, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 380 pages. 15 photographs. 


Colonel Durrani, a Muslim from Kabul, who served with a unit enlisted from 
Bahawalpur in Malaya, tells a remarkable story of his adventures in outwitting the 
Japanese as a prisoner of war in Singapore. He hoodwinked the enemy into allowing 
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him to train a company of saboteurs for infiltration back into India—but these were 
personally selected by him as loyal to the Allies, and would, on returning to India, 
report immediately to the British authorities. His plan succeeded in so far as a 
salinstide load of his associates was landed in India. He himself, under suspicion by 
the Japanese, suffered torture and incredible hardships until released on the liberation 
of Malaya. He was awarded the George Cross for his courage and example during 
captivity. This is a notable contribution to the literature of captivity in the East. 


(940°548) 


Britain 
AN INTRODUCTION TO ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND. 
Peter Hunter Blair. Cambridge University Press, 30s. 1956. 22°$ cm. 398 pages. 
16 plates. 1 illustration, 6 plans, 9 maps in text. Bibliography. Index. 
The six centuries and more separating the Roman occupation of Britain from the 
beginning of the Norman Age lack neither incident nor fascination. But the technical 
difficulties presented by the historical evidence, and the unfamiliar spirit of the 
Anglo-Saxon world, conspire to make the history of the period difficult for the 
novice. Mr. Blair’s book has been written to smooth the path for such readers by 
pointing out the most interesting and important features of Anglo-Saxon civilisation. 
This is not a textbook: its author writes from first-hand study of the sources, and 
his sensitive reaction to the culture and civilisation of the age combines exact 
scholarship, clarity, and extreme readability. (942-01) 


FEUDAL MILITARY SERVICE IN ENGLAND. A Study of the 
Constitutional and Military Powers of the Barones in Medieval England. I. J. 
Sanders. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 190 pages. Chart of service. 
Index. (Oxford Historical Series) 

This careful monograph discusses an obscure problem of English feudal law. In 

the thirteenth century there was a distinction between the ‘baron’ and the ordinary 

tenant in chief. To explain it the author discusses the relevant literature and texts. 

Naturally, his investigations take him further afield: he reviews the whole question 

of military organisation in the feudal state, and the meaning of the new quota of 

military service recognised by Edward I. Considering the technical nature of the 
subject, and the intractable character of his sources, he has written a concise account 

which will be invaluable for all students of English feudal institutions. (942-03) 


STOW’S SURVEY OF LONDON. Introduction by H. B. Wheatley. 
Revised edition. Dent, 7s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 558 pages. Norden’s Map of London, 
1593. Bibliography. Notes. Topographical index. (Everyman's Library) 

John Stow’s famous Survey (1603) describes with much picturesque detail the history, 

buildings, streets, people, occupations, etc. of the pee 2 which Elizabeth I, Drake 

and Shakespeare knew. In this useful, well-printed edition the spelling is modernised, 
the text of the first Everyman edition has been corrected, and notes and a topo- 
graphical index have been added. Unfortunately there is still no subject index. Stow’s 

Appendix is included: Fitzstephen’s Description of [twelfth-century] London, which 

has been claimed to be the oldest extant description of a medieval city in Europe. 

‘Stow’ is, in fact, indispensable to the serious student of sixteenth-century England, 

and of great interest to visitors. (942-1) 
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THE REBECCA RIOTS. A Study in Agrarian Discontent. David 
Williams. University of Wales Press (Cardiff), 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 390 pages. 
10 illustrations. 5 maps. Notes. Bibliographical notes. Index. 

In 1839 and 1842 West Wales was thrown into disorder by a series of outrages known 

as “The Rebecca Riots’. Superficially they seemed to be a protest against the turnpike 

tolls, but the truth lies deeper. Mr. Williams tells the story against the social back- 
ground of the period. He shows that an outmoded social structure in rural Wales, 
coupled with a backward system of government and administration, was failing to 

meet the demands of a steadily increasing population, and that the riots were a 

protest against these deepseated social and economic factors. This is an admirable 

exercise in local history, and, moreover, is a narrative of great human interest. 


(942-9) 
France The Netherlands 


THE WANING OF THE MIDDLE AGES. A Study of the Forms of 
Life, Thought and Art in France and the Netherlands in the Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth Centuries. J. Huizinga. [Translated from the Dutch by F. Hopman and 
revised by Johan Huizinga]. Reprint. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 368 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

The view of the 14th and 15th centuries as the close of the Middle Ages presented 

itself to the author when studying the art of the brothers van Eyck and their 

contemporaries and relating it to their life and times. He saw a hierarchic society in 
an age of violence and insecurity resulting in a pervading pessimism. He discusses 
men’s attempts to escape from this in this world by way of chivalry, idyllic vision, 
religion, symbolism and superstition. These ideas affected everyday life and found 
expression in forms of art and literature the age demanded. The gradual assimilation 
of the spirit of classical culture is seen as one of the factors contributing to the passing 


of Medievalism. This work of great scholarship will appeal particularly to serious 
students of European history. (944-025) 


China 

THE EMPRESS WU. C. P. Fitzgerald. F. W. Cheshire for the Australian 
National University (Melbourne, Australia), 27s.6d. 1955. 23 cm. 252 pages. Tables. 
Maps. Chinese index. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Fitzgerald reveals the story of the Tang Dynasty, one of the most fascinating 

periods of Chinese civilisation. He has chosen as his main subject a remarkable 

personality who became the only woman to rule the Chinese Empire. She was a 

woman who made the most of every opportunity, achieving her own ambitions by 

intrigue and relentless determination. During his twenty-five years in China, the 

author attained an intimate knowledge and understanding of the Chinese, enabling 

him to write naturally from the Chinese viewpoint rather than from that of a 


foreigner. It is this that makes his book a work of the highest standard, both for the 
scholar and the average reader. (951) 


Africa 

INSIDE AFRICA. John Gunther. Hamish Hamilton, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
976 pages. Diagrams. Maps. Endpaper map. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The indomitable energy of American Mr. Gunther must be matched by the reader 

as he leaps, in this massive volume, North, East, West, and South across a continent 

four times the size of the United States. It is primarily a political book, livened by a 
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journalistic eye. Discussion of French, Belgian, and British systems of colonial 
government; Mau Mau; how to keep a camel happy; Central African Federation; 
Dr. Schweitzer and elephants’ courtship, all find their own level here. It is massed 
with facts, often taken in isolation and, as his candid Note on Sources reveals, often 
from current journalism. The concluding chapter, summing up his conclusions on 
African development, the communist problem, and American policy in Africa, is 
all too brief and summary. (960) 


Ethiopia 
ETHIOPIA: A Cultural History. Sylvia Pankhurst. Lalibela House (Woodford 
Green), 378.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 786 pages. Frontispiece. 168 plates (4 in colour). 
Illustrations in text. 3 musical examples. Index. 
Miss Pankhurst presents a side of Ethiopian history which in so wide a scope has not 
hitherto been attempted. The ancient history and the origins of the Ethiopian peoples 
are examined from the growing body of archaeological evidence and writings of 
early travellers; the architecture of temples and palaces and the development of the 
Christian churches are discussed, with plans. An interesting chapter on ancient 
manuscripts is followed later by particulars of modern publications in Amharic, as 
are the well illustrated church paintings by the modern school influenced by European 
schools. The Ethiopian church in Jerusalem and its relations with the British Consulate 
is an interesting and little-known page of history. Many pages are devoted to modern 
education in great detail, some of which—the curricula—might have been concen- 
trated in an appendix. (963) 


Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 


THE BEGINNINGS OF NYASALAND AND NORTH- 
EASTERN RHODESIA, 1859-95. A. J. Hanna. Oxford University 
Press, 358. 1956. 22 cm. 292 pages. 3 plates. 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

This first-class historical study traces the early history of missionary work in the 

Lakes area afier Livingstone, the foundation of Livingstone and Blantyre, and the 

difficulties of the early mission stations with Arab slave dealers. The Arab war of 

1888 saw the first appearance of Lord Lugard, then a Captain in the Norfolk Regi- 

ment, on the African scene. Later, with the arrival of Sir Harry Johnston, then a 

young man at the outset of his career, protracted negotiations with the Portuguese 

led to the declaration of a British Central Africa Protectorate in 1891. In this Rhodes 
and the British South Africa Company had played a considerable part; the remaining 
years until 1895 are largely a record of disputes between Johnston, as Administrator, 
and the Chartered Company. This is a serious work of scholarship, very readable and 
a most valuable contribution to Colonial history. (968-9) 


United States of America 

THE ROANOKE VOYAGES, 1584-1590. Documents to illustrate 
the English voyages to North America under the Patent granted to Walter Raleigh 
in 1584. Edited by David Beers Quinn. 2 vols, Cambridge University Press for the 
Hakluyt Society, 120s. 1956. 23 cm. 1,046 pages. 12 illustrations and maps. Indexes. 

The Roanoke voyages were so called because they centred on that island in the modern 

state of North Carolina. The editor says: ‘It is now clear that their short-term 

objective was to facilitate privateering by the establishment of a mainland base from 

which the Spanish Indies and the fleets coming from them might be more effectively 
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attacked.’ They were also the first English attempts at colonisation. Supplementing 
the verbatim reports of the venturers is a selection of Spanish documents in translation, 
representing the hostile view. Detailed and scholarly, these are volumes of which any 
learned Society might be proud, embodying as they do all the research, British, 
American and Spanish, which, since the 17th century, has been devoted to the subject 
of pioneering on the eastern littoral of the New World. Sources are quoted in an 


appendix. (973-17) 


Australia 


AUSTRALIA AT ARMS. Edited by Norman Bartlett. Australian War 

Memorial (Canberra, Australia), 25s. 1955. 26 cm. 278 pages. 47 illustrations. 3 maps. 
The Australian War Memorial has produced this anthology of true stories ‘as an 
authentic and fully justified memorial to several generations of brave and patriotic 
men’. It covers every war in which Australians have fought, from the Maori wars 
of 1863 to the last war, and contributors range from C. E. W. Bean, the Common- 
wealth war historian, to J. Maxwell, V.C. It is well illustrated with pictures which, for 
the most part, are by official war artists, and it should prove a popular and informative 


work. (994) 


FICTION 
General 
FAIR HAVEN. E. M. Almedingen. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 
276 pages. 

Miss Almedingen, whose special talent is for the evocation of place, here succeeds 
admirably in a reconstruction of the Russian scene in the time of Peter the Great. 
Her story opens and closes with an episode from the life of a citizen of contemporary 
Leningrad, but it is with the adventures of this man’s ancestor, an Englishman who 
helped with the building of St. Petersburg, that she is chiefly concerned. The hard- 
ships, sufferings and strange romance of Hal Thornyold, an educated man working 
among a gang of convicts, are described against the bleakly beautiful landscape of 
Northern Russia and in the light of the complex Russian character. 


KEEP HIM MY COUNTRY. Mary Durack. Constable, 13s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 352 pages. Glossary. Endpaper map. 

In this novel about Australia the theme of ‘homeland’ is treated adroitly on the two 
levels of the actual and the symbolic. Stan Rolt, manager of a farm in the outback, 
wishes to resign in order to take up a more congenial career but continually delays 
his decision because the way of life has a hold on him. His ‘enslavement’ is symbolised 
in the person of Dalgerie, an aboriginal girl whom Stan once loved and whose 
memory makes her country also his. The story is movingly told, and the convincing 
details of bush life give the book a more-than-fictional interest. 


STORM. P. Fitzgerald O’Connor. Collins, 8s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 126 pages. 
Drawings by David Chalmers. 
This dramatic short tale concerns four men in a fishing vessel off the west coast of 
Scotland. One falls overboard and ‘is rescued, but during the process the screw fouls 
and the engine stops. They are off an iron-bound shore, the sail has been left behind, 
storm and night are upon them, and they drift almost helplessly on to the rocks. That 
two survive is due mostly to luck, but partly to skill in the use of the sea-anchor. 
If it is the situation rather than the characters that grips the reader, he is held fast 


until the end. 
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STORIES FOR TOMORROW. An Anthology of Modern Science 
Fiction. Selections and Prefaces by William Sloane. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 18s. 
1956. 20°5 cm. 488 pages. 

If there is a special theme running through this anthology of Science Fiction (first 

published in America but containing some stories by English authors), it is that old 

American favourite “The Frontier’. The rocket ship has taken the place of the covered 

wagon, and the area of settlement is Mars, Venus or the Milky Way; but the basic 

problems are the same—homesickness, the natives and the lack of women. Frank M. 

Robinson deals wittily with this last one in The Girls from Earth. Human (or non- 

human) feelings count for more, and machines for less, than in earlier anthologies; 

and one tale, Bettyann, has the wishful beauty of a fairy tale. 


A POINT OF ORDER. Gwyn Thomas. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
224 pages. 

This novel is likely to add to Mr. Thomas’s considerable reputation for humour, 
shrewdness and comic invention. The central figure, who tells the story, is Eryl Pym. 
He is a member of the Elmdale Council and finds his responsibilities far from light. 
His attempts to gain his ends at Council meetings and his efforts to cope with the 
troubles of the citizens who elected him—these range from problems of sanitation to 
domestic crises—make hilarious reading. Mr. Thomas handles the English language 
with sardonic nonchalance and ranges from purple poetic prose to uproarious wit 
with consummate ease. This is a novel well worth reading. 


WE ARE SEVEN. Una Troy. Heinemann, 138.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
244 pages. 

An amusing Irish story, whose whimsicality is redeemed by touches of shrewdness, 
about the seven illegitimate children of an amiable woman who could not say no. 
The plot turns on the efforts of the various fathers, all respectably married men, to 
eject the incorrigible Monaghan family from their home in the town of Doon. The 
way in which they ultimately succeed is a typical piece of Gaelic irony embellished 
by the startling characters of the vigorous Monaghan clan. 


THE PACK. John Rowan Wilson. Heinemann, 13s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
286 pages. 

This novel, by a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, deals with life in a large 
teaching hospital in an English provincial city. Against an authentic background of 
professional intrigue and ambition there is enacted a personal drama in which the 
hero is involved in a moral dilemma arising out of a division of loyalties between the 
professional and the human. The problem comes from life, not from fiction, and 
this stamp of realism characterises the whole book. Extremely well written, this 
story is a good specimen of the sincere problem novel. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 

A TANGLED WEB. Nicholas Blake. Collins, 12s.6d. 1956. 20 cm. 256 
pages. 

Nicholas Blake this time embarks upon a love idyll, that of the innocent Daisy Bland 

and the not so innocent Hugo Chesterman, and its tragic outcome. For Hugo belongs 

to the underworld, and a desperate attempt to escape arrest leads him to the gallows. 

Although a crime novel, it-is more a love story, and a study of viciousness that makes 
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its point a little late. Those who expected a detective story will be disappointed, but 
the author always writes well and his book is an interesting excursion into human 
motives and behaviour, while his three principal characters are very well drawn. 


THE UNQUIET SPIRIT. Marguerite Steen. Collins, 10s.6d. 1955. 
20 cm. 254 pages. 

Fortified by the poetry of Beddoes and an old tale of witchcraft, this psychological 
thriller has a convincingly eerie flavour. Invited down for a stockbroker’s week-end 
in a suburban villa, Lord Whittenham finds himself unexpectedly in a highly-charged 
and uncanny atmosphere. Gradually he becomes aware of the moodiness of his host, 
the suppressed feud between the two women of the household and the abnormality 
of the brilliantly inhuman son. What is to be unfolded is a story of demonic possession 
—whether actual or psychologically induced Miss Steen most skilfully leaves the 
reader to judge. 


Reprints 


EUGENIE GRANDET. Honoré de Balzac. Translated from the French 
by Ellen Marriage. New introduction by Marcel Girard. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1956. 
18-5 cm. 252 pages. Biographical note. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

To a modern taste Eugénie Grandet is one of Balzac’s most enjoyable, because least 

“Sr ep novels. Having purged his narrative style of its youthful naiveté, he is 
ginning to feel his strength as a delineator of provincial life, and the design of his 

story is not yet clouded by grandiose literary ambitions. Indeed, for simple intensity 

of effect he never surpassed this story of a lifelong struggle of character between a 

provincial miser and his daughter. Professor Girard writes an admirably sympathetic 

introduction, which explains the mystery, recently solved, of the woman to whom 
the book is dedicated. 


THE WOMAN IN WHITE. Wilkie Collins. New introduction by 
Maurice Richardson. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1955. 18-5 cm. $84 pages. Bibliographical 
note. (Everyman's Library) 

Dickens’ friend and collaborator, Wilkie Collins, wrote (besides lesser work) two 

novels which are masterly in their own kind, The Woman in White (1860) and The 

Moonstone (1868). Both rely mainly on complicated plot and sensational incident for 

their effects. The latter is a detective story; The Woman in White may be regarded 

as the first modern ‘thriller’ in English, and although it has had innumerable imitators 
it has rarely been surpassed and has never lost its popularity. 


THREE TALES. Joseph Conrad. Benn, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 796 pages. 

This volume includes Conrad’s first novel, Almayer’s Folly, issued in 1895, his second, 
An Outcast of the Islands, dating from the following year, and a much later story, 
The Arrow of Gold, which appeared in 1919. The first two are Malayan tales, Almayer’s 
Folly being in effect a rome to An Outcast of the Islands, though written and published 
earlier. Both concern the misfortunes of Almayer, trader and dreamer. The Arrow of 
Gold is the story of a beautiful woman, the friend of a Pretender to the throne of 
Spain. The surest writing in the volume is in An Outcast of the Islands, Conrad's 
eastern scenes and characters being particularly well observed. 
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MR. MIDSHIPMAN HORNBLOWER. 254 pages. A SHIP OF 
THE LINE. 234 pages. FLYING COLOURS. 190 pages. 
THE COMMODORE. 272 pagess DEATH TO THE FRENCH. 
158 pages. THE GUN. 160 pags. BROWN ON RESOLUTION, 
150 pages THE GENERAL. 234 pages. THE AFRICAN 
QUEEN. 190 pages. THE SHIP. 188 pages. C. S. Forester. 
Penguin Books, 2s.6d. each. 1956. 18 cm. Paper covers. 


The first four are from Mr. Forester’s ‘Hornblower’ series. They follow Horn- 
blower’s career from his entry into the Royal Navy as a callow midshipman to his 
emergence as an important factor in his country’s affairs. Few characters in 
contemporary fiction have captured the reading public’s affection so quickly and 
surely. These books give an extraordinarily vivid and authentic account of the life 
of a naval officer in peace and war during the early nineteenth century. They are in 
the front rank of the best contemporary novels of adventure. The other six novels 
reprinted are also about fighting men and all are of the same high quality. Death to 
the French and The Gun are set in the Peninsular War. The former is the story of a 
Rifleman cut off from his regiment and left largely to his own resources in a country 
thick with the enemy; the latter has an 18-pounder cannon as its pivot. Brown on 
Resolution and The General belong to the 1914-18 war. Brown is a young Leading 
Seaman in a light cruiser that takes on, and is sunk by, a heavier German warship. 
He is captured, but escapes with a rifle when the Germans put in to Resolution Island 
to repair. He chooses certain death in a single-handed stand to delay their sailing 
until British ships come up to destroy them. The General follows the career of its 
central figure from his active service as a young subaltern in the South African War, 
through the years of peace, to the 1914-18 war, his command of a hundred thousand 
men, a knighthood and retirement. The African Queen also has war as its background, 
but is set in Central Africa. It is the story of an old, decrepit river launch and of the 
man and woman who undertake an impossible task with it and largely succeed. 
The Ship is among the best naval stories that have been written about the Second 
World War. It follows a light cruiser through the Malta run, day by day, on convoy 
duty and in battle against an enemy superior in surface and air forces. As an account 
of a modern action at sea and of what goes on in the minds of the men who man the 
ships, it has few equals. These books represent Mr. Forester’s work at its best. His 
outstanding gift of narrative, notably his ability to keep to the essentials of his story 
without losing atmosphere or suspense, and his gift of characterisation, have won 
him world-wide admiration. These reprints are certain to add considerably to the 
number of his devotees. 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. Tobias Smollett. New introduction by 
Walter Allen. Reprint. 2 vols. Dent, 7s. each. 1956. 18-5 cm. 382 : 372 pages. 
Bibliography. (Everyman's Library) 

This robust ‘rogue novel’, first published in 1751, relates the adventures of its 

swashbuckling hero on his journeys through England, France and the Netherlands. 

It reveals the filth, brutality and licentiousness of the mid-eighteenth century, with a 

mixture of realism, burlesque and satire, and presents some memorable characters, 

including Commodore Hawser Trunnion (who tries to organise his household like 

a battleship), Cadwallader Crabtree and the man-hunting spinster, Grizzle Crabtree. 

Dickens learned much from Smollett, who still makes lively reading. 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 


THE SNOW BEAR. Ruth Ainsworth. Heinemann, 7s.6d. 10956. 
19 cm. 86 pages. Illustrations by Rosemary Trew. 

A very pleasant collection of little stories—for children of about six or seven—about 

two peasant children who live in the mountains with their parents and a friendly 

dog and have many adventures, some magic and some not. Miss Ainsworth 


introduces her fantasy in the right way—against a background of ordinary life and 
human affections. 


THE MOLE WHO WAS DIFFERENT. K. F. Barker. Harrap, 
8s.6d. 1955. 20 cm. 120 pages. Illustrations by the author. 

Shunned by his fellows because he is white instead of black, ‘the mole who was 
different’ has an unhappy time. He tries to find comfortable lodgings, without 
success, and finally takes a house that is haunted. His encounter with the ‘ghost’ 
brings him a delightful surprise, and thereafter all is well. The story is well written 
and shows a feeling for and keen observation of nature. It is sure to appeal to younger 
children, whose sympathy will be aroused for the little mole. 


CALL OF THE RIVER. Mabel E. Byrt. Country Life,  8s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 128 pages. 8 photographs. 
This is the story, simply told for children between the ages of 9 and 14, of the life 
of an otter on an English stream. The setting, with all the details of animal and 
plant life characteristic of such a neighbourhood, is well and vividly described and 
the incidents in the otter’s career are well imagined, if trimmed with some humanly 
imposed thoughts and feelings. The story indicates how the otter holds its own 
against its enemies. The final scene in which the Master of the hunt acknowledges 


the otter’s courage by calling off the hounds will raise a thrill in the breast of every 
sportsman. 


THE BOY WITH THE ERPINGHAM HOOD. Pauline Clarke. 

Faber, 12s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations by Cecil Leslie. Glossary. 
Historically minded children of twelve and upwards will appreciate the careful 
period detail of this story set in the age of Henry the Fifth. In 1413, Simon Forester, 
a Norfolk boy who works on the estate of Sir Thomas Erpingham, is about to be 
apprenticed to a stonemason. But the call of the French war takes him away to the 
Siege of Harfleur and the Battle of Agincourt while the girl to whom he is secretly 
pledged is beset by the cunning plots of an old merchant who wants to marry her. 
Good social and military history embodied in a stirring tale. 


THE NIGHTBIRD. Monica Edwards. Collins, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cmi. 
256 pages. 16 illustrations and endpaper map by Geoffrey Whittam. 
A group of enterprising youngsters devise an ingenious scheme for a ghost ship, to 
scare poachers away from home waters. Their venture has an unexpected outcome 
which, fortunately, leads to a change of heart among the poachers. It is not so much 
the events of the story as the characters which give the book its cachet. There are 
several excellent sketches of participants, notably a parson and an old fisherman. 
The children themselves are a lively bunch, and there is a comfortable, homely 


touch about things. Together they should win appreciative readers among those 
in their early teens. 


212 








LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP. Shirley Faulkner-Horne and P. E. 
Blackmore. Witherby, 10s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations by Peter 
Biegel. 6 diagrams. 

Like so many girls today, Jennifer Charrington wanted her career to be ‘with horses’. 

Undeterred by the sheer hard work and occasional monotony of her first post in 

charge of a private owner's hunter, she progressed to racing stables, where she fell 

in love with a jockey, and she later worked in several riding schools, good and bad, 
learning all the time. The story, which older girls should enjoy, is full of authentic 
detail of stable routine and the training of both horses and riders, and ends with 

Jennifer’s success in an exciting Three Day Event, and the announcement of her 

engagement. 


ELEPHANT BIG AND ELEPHANT LITTLE and Other Stories. 
Anita Hewett. Bodley Head, 7s. 6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 64 pages. Illustrations (in two 
colours) by Charlotte Hough. 

A collection of bright little jungle tales, all with a point to them, which should amuse 

the very young. They tell, among others, of a leopard who lost one of his spots, a 

little elephant who cured a big one of boasting, a chameleon who turned the tables 

on a pair of mischievous lion cubs, and a self-effacing little bird who was rewarded 
for his efforts to make a garden beautiful. 


THE SETTLERS IN CANADA. Captain Marryat. New introduction 
by Oliver Warner. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 330 pages. Bibliographical 
note. (Everyman's Library) 

After Frederick Marryat (1792-1848) had retired from the British Navy, at the end 

of the Napoleonic Wars, he turned his experience at sea to good account in such 

vigorous novels of action as Masterman Ready and Peter Simple, but he is my 
well remembered by two stories for boys, of which The Settlers in Canada (1844) is 

the earlier. It relates, ingenuously but entertainingly, the adventures of a family 
who migrate from northern England at the end of the eighteenth century to live 
the primitive life of settlers in eastern Canada, where they establish themselves after 

a hard struggle. Although this story was specifically ‘written for young people’, it 

appeals to some older readers. 


THE GREAT HOUSE OF ESTRAVILLE. Violet Needham. Collins, 
8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations by Joyce Bruce. 

The Esgraville estate is threatened with ruin owing to haphazard management and 
neglect. There is some belief that if a missing chalice can be found the family fortunes 
will be restored, and the five children of the house all try to find it. Their search 
involves a guest who brings romance to the house and help to the family. This gentle, 
leisurely tale of a careless, idyllic existence has a slightly old-fashioned air but makes 
a welcome change from more violent fare. Girls of 14 or so who like peaceful reading 
with a touch of romance may find it oddly appealing. 


THE PET LAMB and Other Swiss Stories. Johanna Spyri. Translated 
from the German by M. E. Calthrop and E. M. Popper. Dent, 10s.6d. 1956. 
19°5 cm. 254 pages. Drawings (1 in colour) by Michael Ross. 

These Victorian pastoral stories of life in the Swiss Alps (for children of about 8-10) 

are by the Swiss author of the children’s classic, Heidi, and are here translated into 

English for the first time. Written in 1881, Heidi, with its liveliness, gay scenery and 
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warmth represented a break with the long tradition of strictly moral fiction for the 
young. The present collection, more conventional perhaps and reminiscent in its 
simple piety and feudal outlook of Maria Edgeworth’s tales, reveals the same agree- 
able sense of landscape and narrative gift even if it is a little sweet for the modern 
taste. 


CIRCUS TRIUMPHANT. Reginald Taylor. Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1955. 
20°5 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations by Tony Weare. Bibliography. 
Out of work as the result of a quarrel, Johnny Fossley and his father take to the road, 
determined to build up their own circus. They have a hard time until they join up 
with the remains of another circus, when their fortunes begin to improve and their 
courage, industry and skill are at last rewarded with success. If the author paints 
rather a dour picture of the England of the 1830's, his account of circus life at a time 
when ‘the family tenting circus was at its most interesting stage of development’ is 
certain of an enthusiastic audience among children of 13 and up. 


Non-Fiction 


HENRY FORD. Cy Caldwell. Bodley Head, 10s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 
206 pages. 15 photographs. Numerous drawings. Index. (Men of the Modern 
Age, 6) 

Henry Ford, because of his genius in the mass-production of the motor-car, and 

because of his fabulous wealth and power, has come to stand as the prototype of one 

particular kind of American civilisation. The son of an emigrant Irishman, he showed 
single-minded eagerness for “things that went’ from a very early age, and gave more 
pleasure to millions by his inexpensive early cars than any other man in his field. 

In this book his life is described for young readers of twelve and over. The author 

makes no attempt to disguise Ford’s wrong-headedness and mistakes, but none the 

less he conveys the fairy-story atmosphere appropriate to the subject. 


PENGUIN ROAD. Ken Dalziel. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, 

and London), A1ss.; 12s. 6d. 1955. 25 cm. 80 pages. Illustrations by Frank Norton. 
This story of Antarctic adventure and discovery is based on letters written by the 
author to his two young children during a term at Heard Island in 1953 with the 
Australian National Antarctic Research Expedition. In simple language, Dalziel 
presents not only a physical picture of the area, but something of its history, as well 
as a general idea of the work of the Expedition. Above all, he conveys the feeling of 
excitement associated with the discovery of new scenes and the solving of difficult 
and dangerous situations. The book is attractively illustrated with drawings and 
photographs. 


FOOD. Mollie Harrison. Educational Supply Association, 7s.6d. limp covers. 
1955. 20°5 cm. 84 pages. 18 photographs. Drawings by Sheila Maguire. Chart. 
Index. (“How Things Developed’) 

FURNITURE. Mollie Harrison. 2nd edition. Educational Supply Association, 
7s.6d. limp covers. 1955. 20°5 cm. 96 pages. 12 photographs. Drawings by Sheila 
Maguire. Bibliography. Glossary. Index. (‘How Things Developed’) 

In these two books the Curator of the Geffrye Museum in East London explains to 

young people what our ancestors grew, how they cooked their food, and what 

furniture they used. The theme is continued up to the present day. The drawings and 
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photographs which illustrate the developments which are described so well are an 
essential in these surveys, which though educational are also pleasurable. Great strides 
have recently been made in the variety and hygiene of food; the design of furniture, 
on the other hand, is in some respects less satisfactory now than in the past. The 
young, she suggests, by being critical in their outlook, can stimulate good craftsmans- 
ship and finish. 


MAN MUST MEASURE. The Wonderful World of Mathematics. 
Lancelot Hogben. Rathbone Books, 16s.6d. cloth; 15s. hoards. 1955. 32°5 cm. 
7o pages. Numerous drawings in colour by André, Charles Keeping and Kenneth 
Symonds. Maps in colour by Marjorie Saynor. 


This excellent account, written by the well-known scholar and author of Science 


for the Citizen, traces the development and history of mathematics from the earliest 


methods of reckoning to the present-day bases of modern inventions. The argument 
throughout is logical, and clearly presented, and is free from unnecessary detail. 
The illustrations, which form a prominent part of the book, are outstanding, and 
include excellent facsimiles of ancient numerals and letters. The colourful drawings 
will interest children of all ages, and the text will appeal to children from the age of 
about 11, and indeed to adults requiring a readable and accurate introduction to the 
subject. The book is attractively produced, and can be highly recommended. 


MASTERS OF BRITISH PAINTING. An Introduction to their Lives 
and Works. Ida Procter. Dobson, 12s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 192 pages. 11 plates. 
Drawings by author in text. Chronologies. Plan. Map. 

An attractively written little book, by a practising artist, on eleven English artists 

beginning with Sir Peter Lely (d. 1680) and finishing with John Sell Cotman (d. 1842). 

It will appeal to children in their teens, while older readers could also profit by it. 

The introductory chapter on “Looking because we like it’ contains much good sense, 

especially in suggesting that gallery-visiting need not be too solemn an undertaking. 

Lists of places where the artists’ pictures may be seen are included. 


GOING TO THE OPERA. Lionel Salter. Phoenix House, 9s.6d. 1955. 

19 cm. 160 pages. 18 photographs. Bibliography. Index. (‘Excursions’ Series) 
This refreshingly original book for readers well into their teens takes them behind 
the stage and explains many of the complex techniques affecting the production, 
lighting and conducting of an opera. Mr. Salter successfully demolishes all the silly, 
but still often heard objections to this art form on grounds of supposed absurdities. 
His remarks on the pitfalls of translating texts into English are as well chosen as his 
summary of the salient points in the growth of opera as a musical and dramatic form. 
A survey of televised opera, its unique problems and immense possibilities, rounds 
off a work which will certainly increase the enjoyment of all youthful (and many 
adult) opera-goers. 


HOW TO EXPLORE A VILLAGE. G. H. Shillito. Educational Supply 
Association, 7s.6d. limp covers. 1955. 20°5 cm. 116 pages. 41 photographs. 
Drawings in text and endpaper drawing by Edward Osmond. 7 plans and maps. 
2 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (“How to Explore’ Series) 

As the author implies, there is as much excitement to be had in the exploration of a 

modern village as in an unknown tract of distant country, and it is his purpose to 

indicate to the young the best way to set about it. To observe, to enquire, and to 
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tecord—these are the three essentials: and by his skill in indicating what to look for, 
and where clues may be found, by the aid of helpful illustrations and by emphasis 
on the slow processes by which a village grows, his book has given the key to infinite 
profit and amusement. 


PASSENGERS, PARCELS, AND PANTHERS. The Story of 
Our Working Aircraft. John W. R. Taylor. Dobson, 1tos.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
160 pages. 18 photographs. 

Now that the air age has arrived so definitely, when over a million people travel 

every week by aircraft as a normal means of transport, it is an excellent thing that 

information on the operations of the numerous active airlines should be made 
available. For young readers of 12-16 Mr. Taylor provides a survey of modern 
aviation and includes chapters on such unusual and interesting topics as Forest 

Firemen, Spotting Poachers and Flying Zoos. 


LOOKING AT HISTORY. Britain from Cavemen to the Present Day. 
R. J. Unstead. Black, 20s. 1955. 25 cm. 364 pages. 16 plates in colour. Numerous 
illustrations in text. Index. 

The title of this book is strikingly apt. The many illustrations, from contemporary 

sources or specially drawn for the book, not only exhibit authenticity and artistry, 

but are so skilfully selected and arranged that they give the impression of a moving 
pageant; the reader is looking at the events themselves rather than at pictures of 
them. By means of such pictures and a clear explanatory text, the many sides of 

English life from the time of the Cavemen to our own day are vividly presented. 

Very many young readers from six years to sixteen, and probably beyond, will 

enjoy this book, and it will be by no means without interest to adults. 


THE WOODEN HORSE. Eric Williams. Specially revised and edited 
by the author for young people. Collins, 8s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 256 pages. 13 
drawings (1 in colour) by Martin Thomas. Plan. Map. Glossary. 

A special edition for young readers of one of the classic escape stories of the war. 

A vaulting horse was constructed to conceal tunnelling activities going on beneath it 

in the prison compound. Through the tunnel three British officers escaped, one parting 

company with the other two outside the camp. The first part of the book describes life 
in the prison camp and work on the tunnel; the second describes the escape of the 
two who kept together across Germany, to Denmark, Sweden and finally home. 

The story is graphically told, and its excitement and tension will keep young readers 

in their teens breathlessly engrossed in it. 


BINDING YOUR OWN BOOKS. John Woodcock. Penguin Books, 
2s.6d. 1956. Obl. 22-5 cm. 26 pages. Numerous illustrations (some in colour). 
Paper covers. (Puffin Picture Books) 

Ingenious machines, and new materials which lessen expense, tend to obscure the 
fact that book-binding is in essence a craft, and one which has produced splendid 
examples all through the centuries. The author of this practical illustrated booklet 
keeps to essentials, such as tools, materials, procedure, and writes to such point and 
purpose that any intelligent young home-craftsman of thirteen and over should, 
with diligence and application, be able to produce with its help creditable examples 
to add to his personal library. Binding is not the simplest of hobbies, but it is one 
which is capable of yielding great pleasure and, if good design is added to manual 
skill, great beauty too. 
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